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ON THE COVER
Dixie State University President 
Dr. Richard “Biff” Williams, who 
officially began his tenure on Aug. 
11, sits in his office, ready to listen to 
the DSU community’s input on how 
to better the university. PHOTO BY JARED 
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No Place Like Dixie
Monday, October 20
6 p.m. - Trunk or Treat and 
Waffle Supper
Alumni House, free

Tuesday, October 21
7 p.m. - Miss Dixie Pageant
Cox Auditorium, $5

Wednesday, October 22
Dusk - Drive-In Movie
Ridge Top Complex, 620 S.  
Airport Road, free

Thursday, October 23
3 p.m. - Inauguration of 
President Richard B. Williams
M. Anthony Burns Arena, free 

Friday, October 24
10 a.m. - Alumni Assembly
Dolores Doré Eccles Fine  
Arts Center Concert Hall, free

Noon - 50 Year Club Reunion
Sears Art Museum Gallery, free

2 p.m. - Basketball Reunion
Gardner Center Ballroom, free

6 p.m. - Alumni Banquet
Student Activities Center
(Old Gym), $14

Midnight - Student Alumni  
Association Midnight 5K
Hansen Stadium, $15 

Saturday, October 25
10 a.m. - Homecoming Parade
Tabernacle Street from 700  
East to Main Street, free

11:30 a.m. - Founders’ Day/Hall 
of Fame Inaguration Ceremony
St. George Tabernacle,
18 S. Main St., free

3:45 p.m. - Tailgate Party
Alumni House, free

6 p.m. - Football Game vs. 
Menlo College
Hansen Stadium,$7 to $10

Midnight - True Rebel Night
University Tower, free

Homecoming 2014
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After graduating from Dixie College in 1977, Cheryl Rose 
helped establish the institution’s Alcohol and Drug Prevention 
Program in 1990. Thanks to her leadership as the program’s coor-
dinator, she was appointed by the Department of Education as the 

regional coordinator for the Network of Colleges 
and Universities.

Cheryl continues to be a champion of philanthropy. 
For the past 12 years, she has served as the vice 
chairwoman of the Children with Cancer Foundation. 

Cheryl’s husband, Dave Rose, was a first-team all-
league athlete in basketball and baseball at Dixie Col-
lege, where he graduated from in 1980. Then, in April 
2005, he became the head coach of the BYU men’s 
basketball team. With a career 255-90 record, Dave 
has produced a resume that is nearly unmatched. 

Equally committed to excellence off the court, Dave 
was honored by the National Association of Basketball 
Coaches with its Game Pillar Award for Service. In 
2008, Dave became the 63rd recipient of the Dale Rex 
Memorial Award, given annually to the person who 
has done the most for amateur athletics in Utah. 

Cheryl and Dave have three children and seven 
grandchildren.

Brothers Royden, Tony, Mel, and Sheldon Wittwer have 
worked together all their lives. For many years, their business 
ventures (Boulevard Home Furnishings, Best Western Plus Ab-
bey Inn, Best Western Coral Hills, Best Western Travel Inn, Di-
xie Palms, and Abbey Inn Cedar City) have provided products, 
jobs, and services to southern Utah’s residents and visitors. 

All of the Wittwer brothers attended Dixie College, and 
Royden’s wife, Diane, and Sheldon’s wife, Karma, are also 
Dixie alumnae. Royden, ’64, and Tony, ’63, recall that in the 
early 1960s, Dixie College was a small school with about 
300 students and a number of old buildings. One of Roy-
den’s fondest memories as an alumnus is attending basket-
ball games with his wife and children. 

In spite of the small school size at the time, Mel, ’66, recalls 
how big enthusiasm and school spirit were for Dixie College 
sports. Sheldon, ’78, enjoyed attending Donna Parkinson’s 

child development class with 20 young women and Dr. Max 
Rose. During Sheldon’s time at Dixie, he was impressed when 
Dixie College President Rolfe Kerr approached him on cam-
pus, called him by name, and asked how he was doing. “The 
personal touch is what Dixie was all about,” Sheldon says. 

All of the Wittwer brothers’ combined 24 children attend-
ed Dixie, and the brothers consider it an honor to support 
the school and community that have given so much to them. 

Royden, Tony, Mel and Sheldon Wittwer
Distinguished Alumni Award Recipients

Dave and Cheryl Rose 
Alumni Banquet Speakers

Thales “Tad” Derrick served Dixie State 
for 17 years, working as the director of 
cooperative education, the dean of instruc-
tional support services, the associate direc-
tor of institutional advancement, a member 
of Dixie College Foundation, and a college 
representative to the Utah Legislature at 
various times.

Prior to his time at Dixie and a stint flying 
for SkyWest Airlines, Tad had a 20-year career 
with the United States Air Force. Tad, who 
retired as a lieutenant colonel, recorded more 
than 3,600 flight hours as a fighter pilot, fly-
ing 129 fighter combat missions in Vietnam. 

Willa Nita Brooks Derrick was born in 
St. George and stayed in the community 

she loved to further her education. While 
attending Dixie Junior College, she was the 
class secretary, editor of the yearbook, class 
reporter, member of Student Council, cheer-
leader, and D-Day queen. After graduating 
from Dixie in 1954, Willa attended BYU and 
earned a degree in elementary education. 

Willa served Dixie for several years by 
sitting on committees for homecoming 
assemblies and Golden Generation lun-
cheons in addition to supporting the arts, 
athletics, and theater productions. 

Four of the Derricks’ five children — David, 
Dan, Dennis and Dana — are Dixie gradu-
ates. Their other child, Douglas, went directly 
to the United States Air Force Academy. 

Tad and Willa Derrick  
Distinguished Alumni 

Award Recipients



Questions concerning the direction in which the 18th president of Dixie State 
University would take the growing school circulated throughout the community 
this past year as the Utah State Board of Regents searched for retiring President 
Stephen D. Nadauld’s replacement. Now that Dr. Richard “Biff” Williams has 
filled the role, there is another question on the front of people’s minds: How did 
he get the nickname Biff?

The answer to the commonly asked question is quite simple. The new  
president was named Richard Bedford Williams after his grandfather 

New President Leading Dixie State with a Teamwork-Centric Approach
By Jyl Hall

per family tradition, but his parents had an affinity for 
the name Biff, so they planned all along to call him by 
the nickname. 

Williams, who was announced as president of Dixie 
State on July 17, and took office mid-August, has been 
asking plenty of questions himself. For example, when 
people ask him what his vision for the university is, Wil-
liams said, he replies, “I don’t know. What is our vision?” 

As part of his teamwork-centric approach, his first or-
der of business as DSU’s president was to take a listening 
tour of southern Utah, asking DSU executives, faculty, 
and staff as well as community members what shape 
they would like to see the university take.

“Data is very important, but it doesn’t tell the whole 
story. I will be asking a lot of questions,” Williams 
said. “It is important to listen and listen often.” 

Dr. William J. Christensen, DSU executive vice 
president, commended Williams’ approach as wise, 
adding that it is a great way for the institution’s new 
leader to see the DSU community for what it really is 
and understand its strengths and weaknesses. 

When people ask him what his vision for 
the university is,  Williams said, he replies,  

“I don’t know. What is our vision?” 
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“He has an air to him that makes you naturally want to fol-
low him because he seems confident and intelligent,” Chris-
tensen said. “Then he reinforces that, not by saying, ‘Here is 
what I think we should do,’ but rather by saying, ‘What do 
you think we should do?’ I think we are going to fall in love 
with President Williams very quickly.” 

If his past experience is any indication, listening to 
others comes naturally to Williams. When serving as the 
founding dean of the College of Nursing, Health, and 
Human Services at Indiana State University, Williams was 
tasked with uniting faculty and staff from two different 
small colleges in order to create a robust, larger college, 
a relationship both parties were less than enthused about. 
Through Williams’ personable leadership style, which 
included arranging lunches, barbecues, and open houses 
to bring the employees together, he united the two groups, 
forging working relationships and genuine friendships 
among all employees. He plans to bring that philosophy to 
Dixie State.

“I said when I was interviewing for the position, if they’re 
looking for a dictator with a preconceived plan, that is not 
me,” he said. “We have to move quickly, but be methodic. 
Now that Dixie is a university, we have to look at what pro-
grams we want for the community and students.”

While he can’t precisely determine what moves he will 
make to further Dixie State’s growth before he hears the 
community’s ideas, he does know his strategic plan will 
include offering programs and resources commensurate with 
a university environment, such as continuing to build DSU’s 
academic, artistic, and athletic programs. 

“The university made so much progress in such a little 
amount of time, that it is important to get our bearings 
straight,” he said.

Williams, who moved with his family from Oregon to 
Brigham City when he was 4 years old, has been immersed in 
the educational system all his life. His father was vice principal 
of Box Elder High School, an institution the younger Williams 
attended, his stepmother was a track coach and teacher, and 

his mom worked at Weber State for 27 years.
After Williams earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Lifestyle 

Management from Weber State University and a Master’s 
Degree in Athletic Training from Indiana State, he worked 
as a high school athletic trainer and taught physical educa-
tion to elementary students in El Paso, Texas, where teach-
ing kindergarteners helped him realize he wanted to earn a 
doctorate degree and work with older students. 

To do so, he attended New Mexico State University and 
earned his Ph.D., working on experiential and didactic learn-
ing curriculum. This experience helped him in his next job, 
starting an athletic training program at University of Northern 
Iowa. Three weeks into his tenure there, he proposed a bac-
calaureate degree, something that would normally take much 
longer but was possible on a shorter time frame thanks to his 
work with experts at NMSU. 

Also while at Northern Iowa, he helped create a 
45,000-square-foot human performance center, a private-
public partnership between the medical community and 
university aimed to serve residents living in the surrounding 
rural communities. In addition to other positions he took 
on during his time at Northern Iowa, he served as associate 
dean of the College of Education, a role that was “a great ex-
perience that allowed me to look at disciplines I didn’t know 
as much about,” he said. 

Then in 2008, President Williams returned to Indiana 
State, where he led the effort of creating several new degree 
programs. Since 2013, he had been the provost and vice 
president for academic affairs at the institution, a position in 
which he focused on student success at the university and 
post graduation.

Now that he is at Dixie, Williams said it is time for the 
school to carve out its niche. Describing himself as honest, 
loyal, optimistic and realistic, Williams is eager to be part of 
putting a strategic plan into motion. With his listening tour 
underway, President Williams is working on another goal: 
Dixie State University taking Utah by storm. Now that is a 
vision no one can question.
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ABOVE: President Richard “Biff” Williams, his 
wife, Kristin, and their children hand out T-shirts 
to DSU employees Aug. 18 during a back-to-
school barbecue the president hosted on campus.
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Spend an evening with the Williams family, and you will 
likely witness spontaneous hugs, a little physical comedy and 
lots of laughs. Such was the case on a recent warm summer 
night. 

Between 15-year-old Elly’s outgoing nature and sense of 
humor — she loved posing in cheesy ’80s style while the 
family of seven was being photographed for this article — it 
may seem like she is the jokester of the family. But after 
witnessing Braden, 13, give his mom bunny ears in a prac-
tice shot and Peyton, 11, tease with 18-year-old Bailee and 
8-year-old Rowen, it becomes clear the entire family knows 
how to have fun. 

That fun-loving nature is something the Williams children 
learned from their parents. The family’s patriarch likes to 
surprise the kids each year by dressing up for Halloween. He 
does not disclose any clues as to what his identity will be 
for the day, rather electing to surprise the kids Halloween 
morning with his getup, which has included everything from 
Santa Claus and a gift to Willie Robertson from the hit TV 
show “Duck Dynasty.”

Having fun, of course, is not limited to Oct. 31 in the Wil-
liams household. The family loves doing anything outdoors 
and even gave paddle boarding and kayaking a try less than a 
month after moving to Utah’s Dixie. A family of runners, the 
Williams love taking advantage of the area’s seemingly end-
less recreational opportunities. 

“We always like hiking. We enjoy the trails in the area and 
just getting out,” President Williams said. “St. George is con-
ducive to our style. We love going to plays at Tuachan.” 

As another perk of living in St. George, the children get 
to be close to grandparents. Kristin’s parents moved here 

about a decade ago from Brigham City, where Biff and Kris-
tin were both raised and dated while attending Box Elder 
High School. While the family enjoyed visiting her parents, 
Mrs. Williams said, they never fathomed they would get the 
opportunity to soak in Dixie’s sun full time. Now that it has 
happened, they are grateful for the opportunity to live amid 
the red rocks. 

“We have had a great experience in the short time we’ve 
been here,” Kristin said. “There are so many fun things to do.”

Wherever they go, it seems, they find activities they love. 
When President Williams worked at Indiana State University, 
the family immersed themselves in a statewide hobby: bas-
ketball, as Bailee and Elly played for their high school team. 
The family’s interest in athletics extends beyond the basket-
ball court, as Braden enjoys tennis and cross country and 
Rowen likes to run, even passing the finish line before some 
adults when participating in 5K races.

Beyond sports, President Williams said, all the kids are cre-
ative, with Peyton really having a knack for art, a talent that 
runs in the family as President Williams’ father is an artist 
and art teacher. Additionally, all the kids play piano, the girls 
each play clarinet (a talent their dad also has), and Braden 
plays trumpet — talents they sometimes put together, such as 
when they perform at church at Christmastime.

It is no wonder the kids are active, though; they get it 
from their parents, who wake up at 4:45 a.m. to run together. 

“When you have five kids, you have to wake up early to get 
to spend time together,” President Williams quips.

There is no sign the Williams family plans on slowing 
down — a good thing, as this adventure-seeking, fun-loving 
family is the perfect fit for Dixie State’s bustling campus.

The Williams: An Adventurous Family on the Go
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As Dixie State’s new first lady, Kristin Williams isn’t  
satisfied to sit on the sidelines as her husband leads the 

university into a new era. She wants to 
be right in the middle of the action.

Just one week into President 
Richard “Biff” Williams tenure, 

Kristin proved this, as she and 
the couple’s children were 
on campus serving others. 
With equal parts determined 
efficiency and friendly banter 
with guests, the family distrib-
uted DSU T-shirts to employ-

ees and their families as they 
geared up for the  

beginning of a new school year.
As the school year progresses, 

Kristin said, she plans to continue to play an active 
role at Dixie State. She added that she is excited to get in-
volved in a variety of areas on campus, including promot-
ing women in education, a cause that is important to her.

“I’m excited to get involved,” she said. “My years in college  

were some of the best I’ve had. I hope we can get others in-
volved on campus so they don’t just have experiences in the 
classrooms, but are well-rounded individuals who are not just 
students, but contributing members of society.”

Supporting students as they earn their degrees isn’t new 
to Kristin, who enjoys reading, cooking, and enjoying the 
outdoors with her family. Working as a physical therapist 
while her husband attended graduate school, Kristin served 
as the sole provider of the “Biff Williams Scholarship Fund,” 
President Williams says with a grin. Kristin also took her turn 
attending graduate school, though. She earned a Master’s 
Degree in Exercise Science from the University of Northern 
Iowa — all while being a mother to four children at the time. 

Physical therapy has been a passion of hers for some time. 
After graduating from high school, Kristin started volunteer-
ing at the Brigham City hospital, where she happened to be 
placed in the physical therapy unit. From that experience, 
Kristin developed enthusiasm for her future career.

“I knew from right when I started college that physical 
therapy was what I wanted to do,” she said. “I stuck with 
that major and am really glad I did. I love meeting people, 
helping them, and seeing them get better.”

Please join Dixie State University  
in celebrating the inauguration of  

President Richard B. Williams
Thursday, October 23, 3 p.m. 

M. Anthony Burns Arena on the
Dixie State University campus

Inauguration festivities will conclude  
with a concert by Phillip Phillips at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 28 at DSU’s Burns Arena.

Visit dsutix.com or stop by the box office in the
Cox Auditorium to buy concert tickets.

Meet DSU’s First Lady

PRESIDENTIAL PROFILE
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DSU graduates take in the advice 
the commencement speaker 
offers May 2 during the 
ceremony.

This June, five members of DSU’s Phi 
Beta Lambda (PBL) business club earned 
awards at the Future Business Leaders 
of America/Phi Beta Lambda National 
Leadership Conference in Nashville, Tenn. 

Senior CIT major James Price of 
LaVerkin, UT, finished second overall 
in the Computer Concepts category. 
Price also teamed up with sophomore 
communication major John Holfetz 
from West Jordan, UT, for a 10th-
place showing in the Network Design 
competition. Holfetz and fellow 

sophomore communication major 
Breanna Mitchell of Herriman, UT, 
worked together and placed second 
in the Hospitality Management event. 
Cassidy Templeton, a sophomore 
communication major from Fruit Heights, 
UT, placed fourth overall in that event. 

Additionally during the conference, 
recent CIT graduate Bryan Poulsen of 
Hurricane retired from his two-term 
position of PBL Western Region Vice 
President and was recognized as a national 

“Who’s Who in PBL” award recipient.

DSU Graduates 1,788 Students 
Dixie State conferred 1,856 degrees and 

certificates, including 535 baccalaureate degrees, 
1,135 associate degrees, and 186 vocational and 
technical certificates, to 1,788 graduates at its 
103rd Commencement Exercises held May 2. 

Twenty-two countries and 38 states were 
represented in the Class of 2014, with 84 
percent of DSU’s graduates (1,508 students) 
hailing from Utah. Male graduates constituted 
57 percent of the class and the class ranged in 
age from 17 to 72.

DSU’s Commencement marked the final 
graduation day for retiring President Dr. 
Stephen D. Nadauld. As part of the awards 
portion of the ceremony, Nadauld was 
bestowed President Emeritus status, becoming 
the first president in the near 103-year history 
of the institution to be given that honor. 

“I cannot adequately express what a 
profound privilege and extraordinary honor 
it has been to serve with you through this 
remarkable period in Dixie’s history.” Nadauld 
said. “Margaret [Nadauld] and I will forever 
cherish this experience with all our hearts. 
You have touched us deeply in 
innumerable ways.”

DSU IN THE NEWS DSU IN THE NEWS DSU IN THE NEWS 

From left, Breanna 
Mitchell, Cassidy Templeton 
Bryan Poulsen, James Price, 

and John Holfetz earned 
awards at the Phi Beta 

Lambda national conference.
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Sorenson Legacy Foundation 
Donates $2 Million

The Sorenson Legacy Foundation 
has donated $2 million to establish 
the Beverley Taylor Sorenson Endowed 
Chair for Elementary Arts Education, 
DSU’s first endowed chair position. 

Funds from the grant will support 
a variety of arts integration initiatives, 
such as equipping students in the 
university’s Elementary Education 
Program to integrate fine arts into core 
curriculum when they have their own 
classrooms. The endowed chair will 
also collaborate with Southern Utah 
University to provide arts integration 
programs to elementary teachers 
and will work with superintendents, 
principals, and teachers at elementary 
schools to expand the state-funded 
Beverley Taylor Sorenson Arts 
Learning Program (BTS Program) into 
additional elementary schools in the 
surrounding areas.
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Biology Students
Awarded Research 

Internships 
Dixie State and 

Dixie Regional Medical 
Center (DRMC) 
joined together to 
offer biology students 
Ashton Basile and Brian 
Caldwell highly sought-
after summer research 
internships that involve 
researching cancer genomics at Stanford University. 

For both Basile and Caldwell, the idea of pursuing MD 
and Ph.D. degrees and returning to southern Utah to 
practice their craft is the ideal scenario. 

“I graduated from the Success Academy on Dixie’s campus 
and didn’t consider applying anywhere else to finish my 
undergraduate degree,” Basile said. “I like the idea of 
furthering Dixie and having a university in my hometown. 
This community has been really good to me, and eventually 
it’s my goal to return to live and practice here.”

Like his classmate, Caldwell had high praise for his Dixie 
experience. “I’ve worked hard in all my courses, and I feel 
very prepared. I’m looking forward to trying things out at the 
next level,” Caldwell said. 

The once-in-a-lifetime opportunity was facilitated by 
Dr. Lincoln Nadauld, a leading cancer researcher who has 
taught at Stanford and currently practices at Dixie Regional.

“This experience will alter the course of these young men’s 
own research, and career paths, and it will ripple back into 
this community,” Nadauld said. 

CIT Department Receives Grant 
A grant received earlier this year will help Dixie State’s 

Computer and Information Technology (CIT) department 
continue to accomplish its goal of preparing students for 
jobs in the technology sector.

The $381,400 grant from the Utah Cluster Acceleration 
Partnership through the Department of Workforce Services 
will help Dixie produce qualified computer programmers 
and developers. Industry estimates indicate that 20,000 
positions in these fields are available.

“We are reaching out to elementary, high school and college-
age students interested in becoming a developer or programmer,” 
DSU Dean of Science and Technology Dr. Eric Pedersen said.

With the help of the UCAP grant, the CIT department 
reaches out to youth via Lego Leagues and a variety of 
annual summer day camps. The department also works with 
the private sector to offer DSU students summer internships 
and intensive training programs. 

DSU IN THE NEWS DSU IN THE NEWS DSU IN THE NEWS 

City Renames 700 East 
to University Avenue

Just in time for D-Week 
last spring, the city of St. 
George hung new street 
signs that reflected the city’s 
decision to rename 700 East 
as University Avenue.
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Basile, left, and Caldwell

Dr. Eric 
Pedersen helps 
a student with 
a Computer 
and Information 
Technology 
assignment.
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Accounting Department Earns Endorsement
As one of the first nine universities in the United States 

to do so, Dixie State’s Accounting Department earned the 
Institute of Management Accountants’ Higher Education 
Endorsement.

The endorsement is granted to universities that prepare 
students to earn the Certified Management Accountant 
(CMA) designation, which is usually attained by 
accountants looking to work internally for companies 
rather than for private individuals as Certified Public 
Accountants. DSU stands out on the list of endorsement 
recipients because it is a newer and smaller university 
than its peers, which include Brigham Young, Penn State 
and Michigan State universities. Additionally, when 
DSU was awarded the designation on March 19, its 
accounting department had been in existence for 
less than a year.
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English Department Earns National Recognition  
DSU’s English department and its Alpha Pi Epsilon 

chapter of the Sigma Tau Delta International Honor Society 
were presented with a pair of awards at the Sigma Tau Delta 
National Conference this past February in Savannah, Ga. 

DSU Associate Professor Dr. AmiJo Comeford was 
presented with the Conference’s Elaine W. Hughes 
Outstanding Sponsor 
Award for her efforts in 
making DSU’s honors 
chapter a national player 
in the Sigma Tau Delta 
honors organization. In 
just five short years, the 
Alpha Pi Epsilon chapter 
has been honored as the 
national Outstanding 
Chapter twice and Dixie 
English students have 
placed first or second in 
both research and creative 
work competitions at the 
annual conference.

Comeford
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University Appoints Three New Deans
As students returned to campus this fall, they 

welcomed three new deans: Dr. Jeffrey W. Jarvis over 
the School of Visual and Performing Arts, Richard 
Paustenbaugh as the dean and director of Library 
Services, and Dr. Kyle Wells in the School of Business 
and Communication. 

Replacing Dr. Brent Hanson, Jarvis most recently worked 
for the University of Central Arkansas, where he was 
chairman of the music department and associate professor 
of music for nine years. He also served as president of the 
Arkansas Association of Schools of Music. 

Paustenbaugh, who replaced Daphne Selbert, came to 
DSU from Oklahoma State University, where he served 
as associate dean of libraries for research and instruction 
services since 2005.  

Wells, who has been a professor of finance at Dixie since 
2006, replaced the retiring Dr. Philip Lee.

Paustenbaugh Wells
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University Tower was dedicated April 10 with a ceremony 
featuring musical performances by students, addresses 
from campus and community leaders, a musical light 
show emitted from the tower, and a firework display. 
Located on the south end of the DSU Encampment Mall 
near the Jeffrey R. Holland Centennial Commons, the 
85-foot tower features lighted clock faces on three sides 
of the structure and carillon bells. Funded by a charitable 
remainder trust, the tower includes five layers of LED 
lights, with each layer featuring 16 million different colors. 

Alumnus Earns National Marketing Award
DSU Marketing Coordinator Jared J. Madsen (’06) was 

presented with the inaugural National Council for Marketing 
and Public Relations (NCMPR) “Rising 
Star” award this past March at the 
organization’s national conference 
in New Orleans, La. Madsen was 
recognized for his efforts in helping 
lead Dixie State’s rebranding campaign.

“Jared contributed considerable time 
into every aspect of the rebranding 
process, including helping with the 
renaming process, managing and 
overseeing the design of the new 
institutional visual identity, and assisting 
in the creation of a new marketing campaign,” Steve Johnson, 
DSU public relations and marketing director, said. 

Johnson added that Madsen’s biggest accomplishment 
throughout the process was driving the establishment of 
the Creative Services Division. Madsen researched what 
peer institutions were doing in terms of managing internal 
marketing and design work and modeled DSU’s system on 
what he learned from the other schools.

Madsen
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New Chairwoman Leads Board of Trustees
DSU’s Board of Trustees has undergone a change in leadership, 

as Dr. Christina Juarez Durham took over as board chair on Aug. 1. 
David L. Clark, who has served 
as vice chairman since last 
November, will remain in his 
current position.

In addition to the change of 
leadership, DSU began the 2014-
15 academic year with three new 
board members. 
Thomas Wright 
was appointed by 
Utah Governor 
Gary R. Herbert 
in July to replace 
outgoing Trustees 
Chairman 
Steven G. Caplin, whose two-term board appointment ended July 
31. Washington County School District Superintendent (WCSD) 
Larry Bergeson will also join the board, replacing retired WCSD 
superintendent Dr. Max Rose, who had served on DSU’s governing 
board since 2007. The board will also be joined by 2014-15 DSU 
Student Association President Gregory J. Layton.

Durham Clark

Wright Layton

Sears Gallery Hosts Exciting Exhibits 
Art lovers will be treated to displays of stunning 

pieces as the DSU Sears Museum Gallery offers a 
variety of shows this year.

“The Bridge Reunion,” on display through Nov. 
21, celebrates the work of alumni and instructors of 
The Bridge Academy, a former Provo art school. “99 
Names – A Christian’s Exploration of the Names of 
God from the Qur’an,” featuring glass sculptures by 
Andrew Kosorok, will simultaneously be on display.

The gallery’s next show, “Beauty By Grace: Pastels,” 
will include sculptures by Carol Jackman and run Dec. 
5 to Jan. 21, 2015. An artist reception for this exhibit 
will be held from 7 to 9 p.m. Dec. 5. During this 
exhibit, the Eccles Grand Foyer will feature a display 
of photographs.

A highlight of the season, the 28th Annual DSU 
Sears Dixie Invitational Art Show and Sale will run Feb. 
14, 2015, to March 29, 2015. The event kicks off with 
a free artist symposium at 3 p.m. on Feb. 13. A dinner 
gala and pre-sale will begin at 6 p.m. that same day. 

Admission to the Sears Museum Gallery is free, and 
the gallery is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Bergeson
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Larkin Twins Living a Legacy of Service and Spirit
By Deborah Wirth, ’03

The familiar scene has played out 
countless times: Someone hollers, “Hello, 
Derrill,” and a smile spreads across Dale 
Larkin’s face as he politely responds, 
“Sorry to disappoint, but I’m not Derrill.”  
The person profusely apologizes and 
laughter ensues. 

And so it has been for the Larkin 
twins their entire lives. Seeing double 
does have its advantages, though — you 
always get a double dose of service and 
spirit when the Larkins are present, and 
Dixie State has been the recipient of both 
for more than 50 years.

Derrill and Dale (Derrill is a few 
minutes older, Dale is quick to point out) 
grew up in the heart of Dixie, halfway 
between the first college campus on Main 
Street and the present-day campus on 
University Avenue, and attended classes 
in both locations. 

“We planted the first grass east of the 
old Graff Theatre,” Dale fondly recalls. 

Being part of the class of 1964 was 
thrilling, not only because Derrill and 
Dale met their future spouses, Lana 
Frehner and Dixie Barnum, but also 
because Dixie Junior College was on the 

cusp of a brand new era on a brand new 
campus. School spirit was intense and 
opportunities were endless. 

“It was a glorious time,” Derrill reflects. 
“The school was growing and productive.” 

“And,” Dale reminds him, “we were 
undefeated in football that year!”

While recalling the various faculty 
members who inspired them — Marion 
Bentley, Karl Larsen, Ron Garner, and 
Andy Barnum to name a few — Derrill  
and Dale simultaneously shook their 
heads when remembering Professor 
Barnum. “Boy, ole Andy was tough,” they 
mumbled. With 25 faculty and 14 staff 
members at Dixie Junior College that year, 
Dale and Derrill (like most of the 132 
students in their graduating class) were 
personally guided through their college 
experiences. Of course, their favorite staff 
member was their mom, Montrue Larkin, 
who managed the college bookstore and 
later became a career counselor, influenc-
ing generations of Dixie students.

As presidents of the student body  
(Derrill) and Associated Men Students 
(Dale), it is a wonder that the Larkin boys 
found time to participate in extra-curricular  

Derrill Larkin was the first student body 
president to serve on the new campus, 
presiding from 1963 to 1964..
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Dale Larkin was Associated Men  
Student’s president during the  

1963-64 school year.

OPPOSITE PAGE: Fifty years after graduating from Dixie Junior College, Derrill, left, and Dale 
Larkin pose next to the Graff Fine Arts Center. ABOVE LEFT: The Larkin twins amused audiences in 
“The Music Man.” Derrill, above, played the role of smooth-talking Harold Hill. ABOVE RIGHT: 
Ringing the Victory Bell was just one of the many responsibilities X-Club members, including, from 
left, Derrill Larkin, Douglas Cox, and Dale Larkin, carried out. DSU FILE PHOTOS

activities, but they did. “The Music 
Man” was the big production that year, 
and both agree participating in it was 
the highlight of their days at Dixie. 

“I had to grow a beard so as to not to 
confuse audience members, while Der-
rill was busy conning the townsfolk as 
Harold Hill,” Dale laughs. 

“They lived those roles,” theater director 
Dr. Marion Bentley wistfully recalls. “The 
barbershop quartet number was amazing! 
Dale sang the high tenor, which wasn’t 
easy. The show was simply a delight.”

It was the last play that Dixie Junior 
College President Arthur Bruhn would 
attend before he lost a valiant fight with 
cancer four months later. 

“President Bruhn was a great presi-
dent and definitely key to the develop-
ment of the college,” Derrill affirmed.

After their Dixie days, both went 
on to receive bachelor’s degrees from 
Brigham Young University, and Der-
rill earned a master’s from UC Santa 
Barbara. They would later return to 
St. George and serve the college and 
community they call home. When 
funding for the construction of the 

Dixie Center ran out before the land-
scaping and parking were finished, 
Dale and Derrill jumped on board 
with other community members to 

form the Spirit of Dixie Committee and 
saw the project through to completion. 
Long after their X Club (the service 
club organized in 1939) days, Dale 
and Derrill continue to serve Dixie 
with fervor, taking on the roles of 
chairmen of the Dixie College Institu-
tional Council (Derrill) and the Dixie 
College Board of Trustees (Dale). 

“We have a great love and affinity for 
the college,” Derrill said. “It has been a 
big part of our lives.” 

Dale and Derrill still carry that indelible 
Larkin smile, and they still get a chuckle 
when they are mistaken for each other. 

“We have a great love and affinity 
for the college. It has been a big 

part of our lives.”
Derrill Larkin, Class of 1964
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FAST  
FACTS

Built in 1960 on the current Dixie State campus, 
Graff Performing Arts building stands amid leveled dirt 
lots in this photo from 1964. According to the year-
book from that year, students took pride in the campus’ 
growing shape. “Our classrooms were deafened by the 
roar of machines and the clank of boards — sounds 
of advancement,” the yearbook indicates. “Standing 
statuesque in the sunshine, our buildings reflected the 
completion of old hopes and the beginnings of fresh 
and bigger dreams. We, the students, proudly shared 
in the digging, hauling, and building of our campus.”

With the exception of the elevated wing that boasts 
the building’s historic mosaic (shown on the left side of 
the photos), the rest of the building was demolished in 
2002. The remaining portion of the original Graff was 
remodeled at that time and includes two dance studios, 
offices, and a lobby. Today, the Dolores Doré Eccles Fine 
Arts Center, which was dedicated on October 22, 2004, 
stands in the rest of the Graff building’s place.

1964
2014
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WHERE YOUR LEGACY
CONTINUES ON

AS A VALUED MEMBER OF THE DIXIE FAMILY, YOUR CHILDREN AND 
GRANDCHILDREN CAN ATTEND DIXIE ON THE ALUMNI LEGACY 
SCHOLARSHIP.
  

               TO QUALIFY, STUDENT MUST:
  -COMPLETE THE APPLICATION
  -BE AN OUT-OF-STATE RESIDENT
  -HAVE AT LEAST ONE PARENT OR GRANDPARENT AN ALUMNI OF DIXIE

VISIT DIXIE.EDU/ALUMNI TO LEARN MORE!

1963-1964 Academic Year
• School Name: Dixie Junior College
• President: Arthur F. Bruhn
• Students: 383 
• Employees: 48 employees — 6 administrators, 34 
faculty members, and 8 staff members
• Washington County population: 10,300 
• Noteworthy: In the fall of 1963, campus moved 
from its Main Street location, where it shared 
buildings with the high school, to the current 
campus. Andrew Barnum’s tennis team won the 
Intermountain Conference Tennis Championship 
and the football team finished the season with a 
9-0 record.

2013-2014 Academic Year
• School Name: Dixie State University
• President: Dr. Stephen D. Nadauld
• Students: 8,350
• Employees: 455 full-time employees — 175 
faculty members, 174 professional staff members, 
92 staff members, and 14 coaches
• Washington County population: 147,800
• Noteworthy: University Tower, an 85-foot clock 
tower that features carillon bells and five layers 
of LED lights, was dedicated April 10, 2014. The 
softball team made its second NCAA Division II 
national championship appearance, finishing 2-2 in 
the College World Series in Salem, Va. 

PERSPECTIVES



Making a Mark
While working in his lab filled wall-to-wall with high-

tech equipment that makes the space feel like a mad 
scientist’s lair in the digital age, a former FBI agent skillfully 
extracts valuable information from a suspect’s cell phone 
that has been damaged beyond repair. He turns over to law 
enforcement recovered photos, text messages and Internet 
browsing history that had all been deleted at one point, and 
the officers use the evidence to prove the suspect is guilty in 
a court of law. 

To see this scene unfold, thrill seekers do not have to 
head for the local movie theater, but rather visit Bill Mat-
thews, director of the Dixie State University Computer 
Crime Institute (DSU-CCI), which is part of the university’s 
Criminal Justice program. Matthews, who was a special 
agent for 25 years, is the go-to man for many law enforce-
ment agencies across the nation — and world — when 
they need information extracted from suspects’ and victims’ 
phones to use as evidence in cases. 

Matthews, who worked in digital forensics when a case 

necessitated it during his last 10 years with the FBI, devel-
oped the technology on which Dixie State’s institute relies. 
Using a process called chip-off examination, Matthews’ 
equipment can break through password barriers and read 
the memory in severely damaged phones, tasks not possible 
on commercially sold machines that cost five times what 
Matthews’ does. “We try to stay right on the cutting edge,” 
he said.

As the only program in the U.S. with Matthews’ machine, 
DSU-CCI retrieves evidence for agencies ranging from local 
drug task forces to the Drug Enforcement Administration 
and FBI. Cell phones from high-profile cases have even 
been processed here.

The institute’s data extraction service is valuable to a 
variety of agencies because cell phones can be used as 
evidence in all types of crimes. “Phones are becoming a 
way to track criminal activity, even in traditional crimes,” 
Matthews said. “For example, if someone robs a bank, the 
officers like to know who the suspect texted and who he or 

By Jyl Hall

Criminal Justice Program, Computer Crime Institute Thrive
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she called before entering the bank.” Using a phone’s GPS 
function, Matthews can even recover data about where the 
phone has been, information that has led officers to remote 
marijuana grows. Additionally, recovered photos of suspects 
participating in illegal activities have served as key evidence 
in criminal cases.

Gary Cantrell, digital forensics emphasis coordinator in 
the Criminal Justice program, adds that the general public’s 
widespread use of technology has changed the way in which 
investigations are conducted. “We are growing more and 
more dependent on digital devices. Everyone has a computer 

and a cell phone. When I was at the movie theater one time, 
I overheard a family talking about getting another tablet, and 
the man said, ‘I think we have enough glowing rectangles 
already.’ It’s true; we have them everywhere. As our depen-
dency on digital devices grows, so does our opportunity to 
investigate criminals by looking at their digital devices.”

Matthews and Joan Runs Through, DSU-CCI lab man-
ager, process all live cases sent to the institute in order to 

keep the evidence secure, but they find 
ways to involve the program’s students. 
For example, when the staff runs into a 
problem, they may tell a senior about it 
and encourage him or her to look into the 
problem and come up with possible solu-
tions for his or her research project. 

Students also practice on cell phones 
not under investigation. They go through 
phones, take them apart, put them togeth-
er and examine the devices using various 
software and techniques, Travis Sieh, who 
graduated in May from DSU’s criminal 
justice program, said.

In addition to running exams on 
phones, the institute — one of only two 
programs in the U.S. that trains in chip-
off forensics — offers workshops on how 
to use the equipment. This offering is so 
popular that officers from all over the 
U.S. travel to St. George to participate. 
To make training accessible to even more 

agencies, Matthews, Runs Through and student interns trav-
eled to Thailand and France this summer to train officers. 

Beyond the lab work and officer training the Computer 
Crime Institute offers, the criminal justice program boasts a 
third component: academics. 

At only three-years-old, DSU’s Criminal Justice program is 
gaining attention, thanks in part to the baccalaureate degrees 
with emphases in criminology or digital forensics the pro-
gram offers. “Both emphases are unique to Dixie, as no other 
schools in the state of Utah have the same goal in the crimi-
nal justice field,” Lish Harris, DSU’s Criminal Justice program 
head, said. “Dixie’s program provides variation, so students 
stand out from other criminal justice students in the region.”

Criminology, the emphasis in which 75 to 80 percent of the 
program’s students study, focuses on social and behavioral sci-
ences and prepares students to secure careers in human services 
or social work or attend grad school. “The program provides 
students with unique, distinct opportunities,” Harris, who also 
serves as the criminology emphasis coordinator, said.

The digital forensics emphasis prepares students for law-
enforcement careers that involve procuring and preparing 
digital evidence or private-sector jobs in the cyber security 
field, Harris said. The program includes practical training that 
teaches students how to process cell phones, computers, or 
anything with a hard drive. 

Cantrell adds that digital forensics is a highly marketable 
certification. “There are full-time positions for people who 

“Where else can somebody be a computer nerd 
and still be able to make a difference for the 

good of mankind?”
 -Gary Cantrell

Students attending Bill Matthews’ digital forensics training in Thailand practice 
the skills Matthews and his team travel the world to teach.
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want to be full-time digital forensic examiners, like with the 
CART team with the FBI for example,” Cantrell said. “Now, 
many corporations are hiring their own digital forensic ex-
aminers for internal investigations or if they go to court, they 
have their own investigators on hand.”

When developing DSU’s Criminal Justice program, Harris 
said, he knew it was important to offer the specific emphases 
so “we could stand on our own two feet and say we were 
necessary because we were different.” He added that this dif-
ference helps Dixie Sate’s program appeal to not only students 
from Washington County but from throughout the entire state.

“I realized the up-and-coming need for professionals in the 
digital forensics field,” Sieh, who graduated with an emphasis 
in digital forensics, said about his decision to major in crimi-
nal justice at DSU. “You don’t see a crime now that doesn’t 
involve digital evidence, so there is more of a need than ever 
before for people in my field to examine the evidence.”

Even though the degree is one of the newer ones on campus, 
it is DSU’s sixth-largest program with more than 280 students 

majoring in criminal justice. Part of that success can be credited 
to the faculty members who make the program what it is. 

“The professors in the criminal justice program, Dr. Harris 
and Dr. Cantrell, are outstanding,” Sieh said. “I credit every-
thing I learned and my desire to continue my education to 
those two guys and the department in general. The experi-
ence I gained is all very real world. They really do prepare 
you to go out there, get a job and excel at it.”

For the professors themselves, it is a labor of love.
“Where else can somebody be a computer nerd and still 

be able to make a difference for the good of mankind,” 
Cantrell asks. “Most of what we investigate is child exploita-
tion. Before I entered this field, I was unsatisfied just helping 
businesses grow, but now I get to use my computer knowl-
edge to fight something that is concrete, something that 
is tangible — and that is child exploitation. Every student 
I teach who gets a job in law enforcement and helps put 
a criminal behind bars, I feel I can claim a tiny, tiny bit of 
credit of that, and that’s very rewarding.”

“Phones are becoming a way to track criminal 
activity, even in traditional crimes. For example, 

if someone robs a bank, the officers like to know 
who the suspect texted and who he or she called 

before entering the bank.”
- Bill Matthews

DSU students Chad Bonny, left, and Latrisa Garcia practice 
skills they learned in Gary Cantrell’s digital forensics classes.

Bill Matthews, director of the Dixie State University 
Computer Crime Institute, talks about the chip-off 
examination equipment he developed.
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Expanding Campus Highlights University’s Growth
Sixty-four years ago, Dixie Junior College officials acquired 

32 acres of harsh, alkali-ridden soil east of town and began 
building a dream. Their envisioned “campus of the future” 
now encompasses more than 100 acres of sprawling lawns, 
landscapes and buildings plus satellite campuses that have 
been established throughout Washington County. The growth 
does not stop there; Dixie State University is still building. 

At the helm of the university’s progress is Vice President of 
Administrative Services Paul Morris, a former assistant com-
missioner for budget and planning for the Utah System of 
Higher Education. Morris brings to Dixie a solid comprehen-
sion of DSU’s future needs and current prospects. 

“I am thrilled to be a part of the evolution of the campus of 
Dixie State University,” Morris said. “If you have not been on 
campus lately, you won’t believe your eyes!” 

The evolution of the DSU campus is perhaps best epito-
mized by the gymnasium, which stood as the lone structure 
on campus in 1957. Now serving as the Student Activities 
Center, the building is one of two gyms on campus. And in 
DSU’s near future, a new physical education building will be 
constructed. Morris said the facility will include specialized 
classrooms, three gymnasiums, clinic space, physical educa-
tion labs and equipment, dance studios, and a plethora of 
student recreational space. It will be located at the northeast 
corner of Hansen Stadium. 

As another sign of growth, a pedestrian highway, the  
most recent addition to campus, has replaced Searle  
Drive. This beautiful walkway, flanked by ash and  
flowering pear trees, paved the way for a new twist on 
an old tradition — DSU’s Commencement March. For 
nearly three decades, graduates marched from Tanner 
Fountain, alongside the tennis courts, and on to the 
Burns Arena. The new march route directs graduates  
to the east side of the Gardner Center, through the  
pedestrian highway and Holland Centennial Plaza,  
to their final destination at the Burns. 

Slated for summer 2015, a new two-story, 
20,000-square-foot building will occupy the north 
plaza of the Burns Arena. It will boast 70 offices and  
accommodate the needs of the university’s growing  
faculty and staff. 

“New student housing is also a top priority,” Morris 
emphasized. “We anticipate a new student housing facility 
located just west of the Nisson Towers that will provide a 
residential campus experience for an additional 350 stu-
dents. Student housing is of key importance to Dixie State 
University in supporting continued enrollment growth.”

Recently, St. George city officials granted DSU ownership 
of interior campus roads, which include 800 East, 300 South 
and 400 South. “The stewardship of the use of these roads 
will give Dixie State greater flexibility to plan and organize 
the placement of future buildings, pedestrian walkways, bike 
paths, and vehicular traffic,” Morris said.  

The enthusiasm for the growing university is evident in the 
faces of the students, faculty, and staff as they interact and 
move about campus. The future is bright for Dixie State.
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Vice President of Administrative Services Paul 
Morris sits next to the newest addition to the DSU 
campus: University Tower. PHOTO BY DEBORAH WIRTH

By Deborah Wirth, ’03

CAMPUS UPDATE
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* The IRS allows 80% of the non-benefit portion of your donation (after tickets, hospitality area, etc) to be tax deductible

To join the STORM CLUB, please contact Dixie State Assistant Athletic Director Derek Dawes at
dawes@dixie.edu • 435.879.4295

ALL PROCEEDS GO DIRECTLY TO STUDENT-ATHLETE SCHOLARSHIPS!



Q: What about this year’s team excites you the most?
A: The progress the team has made over the last three 

years has been fun to watch. The seniors have gained great 
leadership and they’ve grown up with the school. Our 
expectations are getting higher and higher, and I’m excited 
for the fall, for sure.

Q: After playing in the NFL for the Cincinnati Bengals 
and coaching high school football, what motivated you to 
come back to Dixie, where you were named an All-Ameri-
can lineman in 1988 and ’89?

A: I love Dixie. Back in the late ’80s, Dixie gave me an 
opportunity to come play football and work toward my 
dream of playing in the NFL. Dixie is close to my heart, so 
I’m glad I could come back and see it through this stage of 
its history. I’ve enjoyed watching the school grow, so it was 
a no-brainer for me. We love St. George, and I love Dixie 
State University.

Q: Other than the football program, what do you see as 
the highlights of DSU that you tout to potential recruits?

A: Everything! It’s just a great opportunity for them to be 
part of a new school, so to speak. Obviously, Dixie is not 
a new school but it is a new university. It is very special to 
come be part of the growth and the St. George community 
in general. Being part of the Dixie spirit that faculty and staff 
hold is a great opportunity for kids.

SUSAN ERTEL, faculty athletics rep

Q: What is your role as Faculty 
Athletics Representative?

A: I can just read you a definition 
I have here. I function as the liaison 
between the university, the athletic 
department and the NCAA.

Q: Why, as an English professor, 
did you decide to get involved in the 
athletic program?

A: I’ve been on the Institutional 
Intercollegiate Advisory Council for 
about six years, since we transitioned to 
NCAA Division II. I’ve been interested in 
making sure our athletes can be students 
first and still be athletes. I make sure 
they are safe when they travel and have 
what they need, from Wi-Fi to use for 
homework to clean housing. When they 
are on campus, I make sure they are 
treated the same as their fellow students 
and that nothing takes place that will get 
us in trouble with the NCAA.

Q: What is your favorite interaction 
you have had with DSU student-
athletes?

A: I really enjoyed watching the 
women’s softball team make it to the 
semifinals in the NCAA Division II 
World Series. We went to the West 
Regional and Super Regional here 
on campus, and when they went to 
Virginia, we watched online. My 
husband, a few other diehard fans and 
I met them as they got off their bus 
when they returned home. They were 
pretty excited. They were sad they had 
lost but were excited for next year. 

Q: Are there any life lessons you 
hope to pass on to students?

A: The biggest one is to not get 
overly upset over anything. Your 
college career is only four years. If 
you live for 100 years, that’s only four 
years out of 100. If you get a D on an 
assignment, that’s not going to matter 
in the long haul. One D is not going 
to prevent someone from giving you a 
job. The more important thing is that 
you persist. The biggest thing I can tell 
people is not to panic. 

SCOTT BRUMFIELD,  
head football coach
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Q: What attracted you to DSU? 
A: I’m from St. George, but I did 

visit a lot of schools. I just really love 
the community support, and the 
coaches here are amazing. I also love 
the weather. Together, it’s just perfect.

Q: On or off the field, what’s your 
favorite memory at Dixie?

A: D-Week is one of my favorite 
activities throughout the year. I just love 
when different clubs and people come 
together; I think it is so fun. I do a lot of 
bonding with other students during the 
variety of D-Week activities. I also love 
the Athletics Awards Banquet, which is 
kind of weird. But I love that you get to 
see and support other athletes and they 
get to see what you do.

Q: What are your goals for after you 
graduate this spring?

A: I am majoring in elementary 
education, so I want to get a job, 
preferably teaching in Washington 

County. I want to stay in St. George. 
I would love to be a second-grade 
teacher. I also want to start a travel 

softball team in St. George.
Q: How long have you been 

playing softball and what got you 
hooked to the sport?

A: I’ve been playing since I was 7. My 
mom is actually pretty good at softball 
as well as my older sister. I used to go 
to my mom’s slow-pitch games, and 
people would talk about how great she 
was. She would go out with me and 
teach me, and I really liked it. I’ve been 
around it since I was really little.

Q: What was the best part of going 
to the national tournament?

A:The atmosphere — the energy 
and excitement of playing in such 
a big game was great. We played 
against girls we had never played 
against, and these girls were twice our 
size. The intensity and excitement of 
being there and the presence of the 
media and social media was really 
thrilling.

DOUG ROGERS, volunteer assistant softball coach

Q: In addition to serving as an as-
sistant coach for 13 years, you have 
helped secure funding for the club-
house. Why is it important to you to be 
so deeply involved in the program? 

A: I want it to be the best it can be. 
When we get quality players, not only 
quality in their athletic ability but in 
taking care of their school and getting 
good educations — that is important. 
Having the best facility for them to play 
on — the field and clubhouse — is very 
important.

Q: What was a highlight of going 
with the team to the 2014 NCAA Divi-
sion II College World Series?

A: It was great to see the girls be 
rewarded for how hard they worked all 
year. They put in a lot of work, and when 
they get rewarded, it is great. It helps 
them understand the harder they work, 
the more they will gain out of life. When 
you work hard, you get to a high level 

and show what you have done.
Q: Are there any life lessons you try 

to teach your athletes?
A: I try to keep moral values up; 

that is as important as anything. I try to 
teach them to live in a way that people 
will respect them for more than their 
athletic abilities. Athletics won’t carry 
them, but being good people will help 
them go a long way. It’s a lifetime expe-
rience to learn to be the best you can 
be, to be a quality hire, and a motivat-
ed, moral person. The values you hold 
are what life is all about.

Q: What do you love most about liv-
ing in Utah’s Dixie?

A: It is just home. My wife and I were 
both raised here, we are both Dixie 
High School graduates, and all seven 
of our kids are Dixie High grads. When 
I had my heart worked on in ’95, I 
couldn’t drive, so my wife had to drive 
me home. I started to cry, and I scared 

her to death. She said, ‘What’s the 
matter? What’s the matter?’ I told her I 
realized how important Dixie is to me, 
how nice it is to come home.

Fall 2014  23
(Story continues on page 24)

SHEILA GELTER, DSU softball first/third baseman
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Last August and Septem-
ber in a 22-day period, I 
had West Nile virus, a heart 
attack, and a six-way bypass. 
Surviving all that made me 
realize this is where I belong 
and there is a purpose for me 
to still be here. The girls on 
the softball team were a big 
part of that. 

While I was in the hospital, 
the doctor and nurses said I 
must really have a reason to 
live. I said I had my family 
and 18 softball girls to live 
for. The girls really, really 

helped me to work hard and 
get back to them. They’re an 
important part of my life. 

This will be the 14th year 
I’ve helped coach them, and I 
have a real desire to be there 
and help them be the best 
they can be as athletes and 
people. I’ve built some phe-
nomenal one-on-one friend-
ships with some of them and 
I still keep up with a bunch of 
them. Working with the team 
is a great opportunity for me. 
It blesses my life.

Q: How is your health 
after you were diagnosed 
with Non-Hodgkin’s Lym-
phoma in 2010?

A: I’m doing good. It 
is still in remission. I get 
checked out every so often, 
and I feel grateful for the 
medical care we have in this 
town. My cancer doctor is 
world-renowned, and I’m 
grateful I was able to receive 
the medical care I received 
right here in St. George.

Q: Did your battle 
with cancer affect your 

approach to coaching?
A: I was diagnosed my 

first year as head coach. 
I was very excited to be 
here and wanted to keep 
the enthusiasm going. I’ll 
tell you what, the support 
I got from the community 
and players was unbeliev-
able. It helped me get 
through it. You learn as 
you are going through the 
hard parts of life. I grew 
and it made me a better 
person, father, husband, 
and coach all around.

Rogers, Continued from Page 23
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Brumfield, Continued from Page 22
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Not only do Dixie State student-athletes excel athletically 
on the field and courts, they also get the job done in the class-
room. Last season, DSU placed 147 student-athletes on the 
PacWest All-Academic list, and the athletic department posted 
an overall cumulative 3.221 grade point average for the 2013-
14 academic year.

Three athletes checked in with perfect 4.0 GPAs: men’s 
soccer freshman defender Ryan Gibb (Grand Junction, Colo.), 
women’s volleyball freshman outside hitter Hannah Harrah 
(St. George), and women’s soccer freshman midfielder Madi-
son Hill (Sandy, Utah).

In addition, DSU softball junior outfielder Courtney Sherwin 
(Mesa, Ariz.) was named 2013-14 PacWest Female Scholar- 
Athlete of the Year. Sherwin, who carries a 3.83 cumulative 
GPA, was a first-team all-PacWest selection and was ranked 
20th nationally in batting average (.446), to go with 10 home 
runs and 55 RBI. Sherwin was also named to the 2014 NFCA 
and Daktronics All-West Region second teams.

Steer Wrestler Shines at College NFR 

STORM SPORTS

Baseball Finishes Season Strong

DSU Athletes Excel in the Classroom

ABOVE LEFT: Garrison Cannon competes in the 66th An-
nual College National Finals Rodeo in June in Casper, Wyo. 
ABOVE RIGHT: DSU’s Evan Parker pitches a game for the 
PacWest champions.

Go to dixieathletics.com for  
all Dixie State teams’ schedules.

Stories by Steve Johnson 
Dixie State freshman Garrison Cannon had a spring to 

remember after earning a berth to the 66th Annual College 
National Finals Rodeo, which was held in June in Casper, 
Wyo. Cannon competed against the best in the country and 
finished 30th overall.

The St. George native (Dixie HS) earned the invite after win-
ning the steer wrestling event at the 2014 Rocky Mountain 
Region Championship last April. In addition to his regional steer 
wrestling victory, Cannon placed 11th in tie-down roping and 
fifth in the men’s all-around. In all, Cannon competed in 10 
rodeos last year throughout Utah, southern Idaho, and Colorado.

You know the old adage, “It isn’t how you start, it’s how you 
finish”? Well, there is not a better way to sum up the Dixie 
State 2014 baseball season. Despite early struggles, the Storm 
put together one of their most successful seasons to date.

Dixie dropped its first seven games of the year — all of which 
were on the road — but something clicked once the Storm 
returned to the friendly confines of Bruce Hurst Field. Following 
the 0-7 start, Dixie State won 35 of its next 44 games, including 
a 13-game winning streak. The Storm’s remarkable run led the 
team to the program’s third PacWest crown. 

Dixie State advanced as the fifth seed in the NCAA Division 
II West Regional in La Jolla, Calif. As luck would have it, the 
Storm drew its regional nemesis, Cal State Chico, who eliminat-
ed DSU at regionals for the past two seasons. The Storm looked 
as if they were going to get past the Wildcats in the opening 
game, but Chico rallied with a pair of eighth-inning runs to 
outlast Dixie 5-4. Dixie State came back with a 6-5 triumph 
over Sonoma State in the first elimination game but could not 
overcome a slow start and dropped a 5-2 decision to PacWest 
rival Cal Baptist, which ended the Storm’s season at 36-17.  

Four Dixie players took home first team all-PacWest honors 
in 2014, including senior 1B Tyler Blair of Henderson, Nev.,  
junior DH Kevin Kline of Las Vegas, Nev., and junior RHPs 
John Conquy of Las Vegas, Nev., and Evan Parker of Ogden. 
Meanwhile, outfielder Trey Kamachi of Kapolei, Hawai’i, 
earned PacWest Freshman of the Year honors, and Head Coach 
Chris Pfatenhauer was named PacWest Coach of the Year. 

In addition, senior reliever Bubba Blau of Roy joined the  
storied ranks of Dixie State professional ballplayers when 
he was drafted in the 24th round of the 2014 Major League 
Baseball First-Year Player Draft (#716 overall) by the Milwaukee 
Brewers. Blau became the 44th 
player drafted out of Dixie State 
since 1976, and the third since 
DSU became a four-year NCAA 
institution in 2007.
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By Steve Johnson
While thumbing through the annals 

of Dixie’s storied athletic history, fans are 
likely to remember the players, teams, 
and coaches who brought home confer-
ence and national championships, bowl 
victories, and memorable moments. 

For the Dixie State softball program, 
its 2014 season is sure to be remem-
bered among the best showings any of 
the institution’s programs have wit-
nessed. Buoyed by a pair of dominant 
pitching performances, a nationally 
ranked offense and defense, and an 
incredible will to win, the Storm ran 
roughshod through all comers and 
came within a eyelash of claiming Di-
xie’s first NCAA national crown. 

Dixie posted a 51-10 overall record, 
which included a school-record 27-
game winning streak. The club even 
posted 10 come-from-behind victories 
during that stretch. The Storm also 
claimed their third PacWest title and 
the program’s sixth-straight trip to the 
NCAA West Regionals. 

Dixie entered the regionals as the 
West No. 2 seed, which earned the 
Storm the right to host the opening 
rounds of the tournament at Karl Brooks 
Field. After surviving a pair of nail- 
biting victories over Central  

Washington (8-6) and UC San Diego (5-
3), the Storm blitzed CWU, 8-0, to ad-
vance to the super regional to face West 
top-seed Cal State Monterey Bay. Due 
to a scheduling conflict, Dixie served 
as host for the best of three series. This 
served the Storm well, as they clinched 
the West Region crown in two games 
to advance the NCAA Division II for the 
second time in program history (2009).

Dixie State wasted little time assert-
ing itself on the national stage as the 
Storm took the opener over SE Oklaho-
ma State, 3-2. However, that high was 
short-lived as Dixie saw its 23-game 
winning streak halted by Valdosta (Ga.) 
State, 8-0, which pushed the Storm into 
the one-loss bracket. Dixie came back 
with a 4-3 triumph over West Chester 
(Penn.), but the magic would run out in 
the national semifinal as the Storm fell 
to eventual national champion and top-
ranked West Texas A&M, 2-1. 

Dixie State’s overall performance did 
not go unnoticed nationally; the Storm 
finished the year ranked third-overall 
in the final National Fastpitch Coaches 
Association poll. 

Additionally, sophomore hurler Aryn 
Feickert of Lancaster, Calif., was named 
PacWest Pitcher and Newcomer of the 
Year and earned First Team NFCA and 

Second Team Daktronics West Re-
gion honors. Junior infielder Nicole 
Chavez of Chino Hills, Calif., also landed 
on both lists, earning first team Daktron-
ics and second team NFCA honors). 
Junior OF Courtney Sherwin of Mesa, 
Ariz., was named to both regional teams, 
and junior 1B Sheila Gelter of St. George 
earned second team NFCA recognition. 

The awards weren’t just reserved for 
the players. Dixie Head Coach Randy 
Simkins and his staff were voted the 
2014 NFCA Division II West Region 
Coaching Staff of the Year. 

The good news is that the Storm only 
lose two seniors from the 2014 team, 
which could possibly lead to even 
bigger things happening in 2015. 

Softball Team Stars in Memorable Season
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ABOVE: The softball team 
celebrates winning the 
West Region champion-
ship. BELOW: Courtney 
Sherwin is up to bat as 
Dixie competes in post-
season play.





Dear Alumni and Friends,
We are embarking on a new era once again at Dixie State University as Dr. Richard “Biff” Williams gets settled in 

his role as the 18th president of the institution. He will lead the university and the alumni in uncharted waters. As we 
say adieu to President and Mrs. Naduald, we welcome the Williams family. Please join us in 
greeting them by attending President Williams’ inauguration on October 23 at 3 p.m. (Turn 
to page 9 for information on all the inaugural festivities.) 

Remember to also come to the Dixie State campus for Homecoming; it’s going to be a 
great one featuring a lot of activities, including a tailgate party before the football game and a 
basketball reunion! (See the full Homecoming schedule on page 4 for details.) Come see the 
university’s new clock tower as it emits a light show. If I didn’t know better, I would say that Dixie 
State is beginning to look all grown up. 

We always want to thank you for your generosity in helping DSU alumni. Whether it is 
through volunteerism, donations, or support, thank you, thank you, thank you!

Sincerely,
Hal Hiatt

DIX IE  STATE UNIVERSITY
A L U M N I  A S S O C I AT I O N

ALUMNI NEWS

M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e 
A l u m n i  P r e s i d e n t

@dixiestatealumni           #iwenttodixie

#iwenttodixie
Photo Contest

Total # of Likes: 381

TV Winner: Lauren Moir



ALUMNI NEWS

Dixie State University has played a major role in the 
lives of many southern Utah families, and the Schwartz 
family is no exception. In 1988, Susan and Koyle 
Schwartz moved from central Utah to establish a home 
in St. George. Over the next 25 years, every member of 
the family, which consists of the couple and their five 
children, has had an association with Dixie State. 

It all started in 1993, when Susan began working in 
the financial aid office, a job she loved. For 17 years, 
she helped students and gained many great friends. 
As the director of imaging at Dixie Regional Medical 
Center, Koyle has been involved with DSU’s Medical 
Radiography program. 

All of Susan and Koyle’s children and four of their 
in-laws have attended Dixie State. Their oldest daugh-
ter, Melissa, attended Dixie and later graduated from 
the University of Hawai’i. She is now an adjunct 
faculty member in DSU’s Dental Hygiene program. 
Her husband, Joseph Woolley, earned an associate’s 
degree from Dixie and is an internal medicine doctor 
in St. George. 

Daughter Natalie graduated from Dixie College with 
an associate’s degree in 1996, completed her bachelor’s 

degree at the University of Nebraska, and is a dental hy-
gienist in St. George. She is married to Britt Beckstrom, 
who also earned his associate’s degree from Dixie and 
currently practices law in St. George.

Their third daughter, Lindsay, graduated from  
Dixie College and went to UVU, where she earned 
her licensed practical nurse degree. She is married to 
Sterling Garns of California, who hasn’t attended Dixie 
State ... yet!

Both of Susan and Koyle’s sons, David and Brett, fin-
ished their undergraduate degrees at Dixie State. David 
graduated from Creighton’s doctor of pharmacy program 
and works at Timpview Hospital in Orem. He is mar-
ried to the former Camie Ence, who earned an associ-
ate’s degree from Dixie State. Brett received his MBA 
from Western Governors University. His wife, Meisha 
Harker, attended Dixie State and was a member of the 
Rebelettes. Brett is currently the director of new student 
programs at DSU. 

The Schwartz family says they are thankful for all 
their associations at DSU, which have provided them 
with a multitude of benefits and strong foundations for 
their futures.

A Family Affair

Top row from left: Britt Beckstrom, Natalie Beckstrom, Joe Woolley, Koyle Schwartz, 
Melissa Woolley, Susan Schwartz Meisha Schwartz and Brett Schwartz. Bottom  
row: David Schwartz, Camie Schwartz, Lindsay Garns and Sterling Garns.



One Dixie alumnus is reaching 
high places — quite literally. Wade 
Steel, who earned an associate de-
gree from Dixie College in 1998, was 
named executive vice president of 
SkyWest, Inc., the holding company 
for regional airlines SkyWest Airlines 
and ExpressJet Airlines as well as 
an aircraft leasing company. In this 
position that he started on May 12, 

he oversees the company’s contract management as well as 
financial planning and analysis.

Steel joined the SkyWest Airlines leadership team in 2007 
and served as vice president – controller of SkyWest Airlines 
beginning in 2011. Prior to his time at SkyWest, Wade spent 
seven years in public accounting, providing audit and adviso-
ry services to companies in the transportation, manufacturing, 
software and financial services industries. A member of the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Wade went 
on to earn Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Accounting from 
Brigham Young University after graduating from Dixie.

“My heart belongs to Dixie ... it’s a wonderful school and 
beautiful place to be.” 

– Rebecca Buescher, ’73

“Going to DSU has been the best college experience I 
could ask for. The energetic campus, the students, and the 

Dixie pride are what going to DSU is all about!”
–Tori Baird, ’11

“My favorite Dixie tradition is participating in D-Week 
activities.” 

– Jon Sticks Platten, ’86

“I miss Program Bureau. It made my Dixie days the very 
best!” 

– Marilyn Paice, ’60

“The Great Race is the best tradition at Dixie! It’s a great 
way to end the school year, encourage friendly competi-

tion and just have a blast with fellow students!”
– Lauren Pendergrass, ’12

“Homecoming Week and Program Bureau were my favor-
ite Dixie traditions — I miss my Dixie days!”

– Dianna Drawe Kearney, ’83

“Dixie really was a big part of my life. I was born and raised 
in Santa Clara and attended Woodward and Dixie High and 
then Dixie College. It was just some thing you did. No ques-
tions asked; you just planned to go to Dixie. I remember the 
special dances we had with live bands, and we wore beau-

tiful dresses. We decorated the old recreation hall for all 
the special occasions, using crepe paper and a round glass 
ball that turned and glittered all evening. Then D-Day was 
something we all looked forward to, from painting the D 

to the D-Day dance that night and activities throughout the 
day, including ball games, tug of war, and the parade. The 

rival Cedar-Dixie ball games in the old gym were especially 
memorable with the sock hop after and the entertainment 
at halftime. I played basketball and received a letterman’s 

sweater. Those were the good old days.” 
– Doris Hutchings, ’54

Grads were asked on social media to describe their Dixie experiences. Here is what they came up with.

What Alumni Are Saying

• Joseph A. Cavallaro, Chancen D. Hall, Bryce L. 
Harmon, Devan K. Partridge, Zachary E. Phipps, 
and Jared D. Stucki were accepted to Rocky Vista 
University’s College of Osteopathic Medicine. 
• Amy Larson Booth, ’95, was promoted to the position  
of finance program coordinator for the Washington 
County School District. 
• Tanier Glauser Lee, ’06, was named associate  
manager of integrated marketing at Cars.com.
• Shauna Ottesen, ’85, became the human resource 
officer for Cache Valley Bank.
• Spencer Potter, ’11, was mentioned in the New York 
Times for his work as the set designer of Cape May 
Stage’s production of “Blithe Spirit” in Cape May, N.J.
• Kenneth J. Rollins, ’97, made partner in Cooley 
LLP’s Emerging Companies and Securities Regulation 
practice groups and is a member of the Cooley 
Business department. 
• Sean Sparks, ’98, was promoted to sergeant with the 
Washington County Sherriff’s Office.
• Braden Tobler, ’13, joined Voxxy Networks as a 
marketer.

Flying High Class Notes



Todd Dent
(September 1977-Dec. 30, 2013)
West Valley City, UT
Bernie Ray Schmertz
(Oct. 8, 1932-Dec. 31, 2013)
Salt Lake City, UT
Conrad Rowley
(March 1, 1932-Jan. 2, 2014)
St. George, UT
Vaudis Richey
(Sept. 17, 1916-Jan. 4, 2014)
St. George, UT
Vicky Wheeler
(June 28, 1948-Jan. 4, 2014)
St. George, UT 
Charles (Chuck) Hansen
(April 5, 1949-Jan. 5, 2014)
Surprise, AZ
Danial Warner
(Oct. 20, 1986-Jan. 5, 2014)
St. George, UT
Charles (Rick) Henry Pickett
(Oct. 17, 1945-Jan. 9, 2014)
St. George, UT
Becky Lyn Green
(March 11, 1955-Jan. 13, 2014)
West Jordan, UT
Joyce Solomon
(Dec. 18, 1935-Jan. 16, 2014)
Overton, NV
Lorraine Washburn
(Dec. 15, 1931-Jan. 21, 2014)
Springville, UT
Nona Marshall Larson
(May 27, 1915-Jan. 22, 2014)
Minersville, UT
Lyle Gene Bennett
(Sept.22, 1959-Jan. 25, 2014)
St. George, UT
Sandra Emett Dalley
(July 10, 1937-Jan. 25, 2014)
St. George, UT
Kathleen Savage
(March 17, 1949-Jan. 26, 2014)
St George, UT
Ruth Cooper Lamb
(July 8, 1920-Jan. 27, 2014)
Logan, UT
Michael Wiscombe
(Oct. 30, 1937-Jan. 29, 2014)
St. George, UT
Chad Glen Erickson
(Feb. 26, 1970-Jan. 31, 2014)
Salt Lake City, UT
Shirley Milne Johnson
(Nov. 2, 1926-Feb. 1, 2014)
St. George, UT
Helen Louise Parry Thomas
(April 27, 1937-Feb. 3, 2014)
Hurricane, UT
Jeanette Knight Parker
(June 29, 1963-Feb. 7, 2014)
St. George, UT
Ruby Jennings
(March 16, 1932-Feb. 11, 2014)
Hurricane, UT

Reed Harris Blake
(March 1933-Feb. 13, 2014)
St. George, UT
Dana Pratt
(Dec. 6, 1919-Feb. 13, 2014)
St. George, UT
Herbert Bentley
(Jan. 4, 1927-Feb. 17, 2014)
St. George, UT
Fae Terry Ahlstrom Jenacaro
(Jan. 1, 1917-Feb. 24, 2014)
Boulder City, NV
Doris Tobler Webb
(Aug. 1, 1916-Feb. 27, 2014)
St. George, UT
Gwendolyn Nisson
(Oct. 25, 1920-March 2, 2014)
Washington, UT
Taylor John Kennedy
(June 16, 1982-March 6, 2014)
Salt Lake City, UT
Preston J. Empey
(Sept. 11, 1926-March 19, 2014)
St. George, UT
David Spencer Esplin
(June 4, 1925-March 21, 2014)
St. George, UT
Lilliam Reigle
(Nov. 13, 1924-March 21, 2014)
St. George, UT
James (Chip) Macier
(Feb. 9, 1959-March 24, 2014)
St. George, UT
Dale Wilcox Hunt
(Feb. 11, 1944-March 26, 2014)
Hurricane, UT

Belva Roundy Gollaher
(April 21, 1922-March 29, 2014)
St. George, UT
Gerri Lynn Snow Esplin
(Aug. 8, 1945-March 30, 2014)
Bountiful, UT
Michael Clarke Sr.
(Aug. 6, 1927-April 6, 2014)
Enoch, UT
Phyllis Barnum
(March 11, 1929-April 10, 2014)
St. George, UT
Mark Allen Garvaglia Jones
(Oct. 10, 1967-April 12, 2014)
Enterprise, UT
Carl Deloy Johnson
(April 13, 1926-April 14, 2014)
St. George, UT
Anna Lou Lang Bundy
(Jan. 10, 1930-April 18, 2014)
St. George, UT
Helen Cannon
(Feb. 21, 1929-April 20, 2014)
Las Vegas, NV
Dorothy Gwen Slade Beatty
(Jan. 23, 1942-April 23, 2014)
New Harmony, UT
Lisa Ann Wright Stoddard
(Dec. 22, 1968-April 28, 2014)
Orem, UT
Val Bettridge
(Feb. 14, 1934-April 29, 2014)
Hurricane, UT
Bonita Terry Durrant
(Nov. 23, 1938-April 29, 2014)
St. George, UT

Beth Houston Luke
(July 30, 1927-May 5, 2014)
St. George, UT
Barbara Ann Rasmussen Jones
(April 7, 1952-May 8, 2014)
Salt Lake City, UT
Devin Corry
(Dec. 3, 1987-May 12, 2014)
St. George, UT
Robert Cottam
(April 22, 1928-May 13, 2014)
Bloomington, UT
Barbara Barton Brooks Lucas
(Aug. 28, 1921-May 22, 2014)
Springville, UT
Lester Hinchcliff
(Nov. 4, 1921-May 25, 2014)
Mesquite, NV
Raymond Taylor Forbes, Sr.
(Aug. 17, 1942-June 5, 2014)
St. George, UT
Bert C. Staheli
(March 25, 1929-June 5, 2014)
St. George, UT
Janice Woodbury Leavitt
(June 6, 1952-June 9, 2014)
Sandy, UT
Arthur Tanner Paxman
(Jan. 6, 1928-June 27, 2014)
Washington, UT
Camellia Carter Sullivan Higgins
(Nov. 30, 1938-July 4, 2014)
St. George, UT
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Doris Tobler Webb 
Doris Tobler Webb passed away Feb. 27, 
2014, at the age of 97. Doris was born in 
Washington City, Utah, and graduated from 
Dixie High School and Dixie College. She 
played first violin in Earl Bleak’s orchestra 
and was the 1936 D-Queen. Doris was 
active in Dixie State’s Golden Generation 
and received the Dixie College Distinguished 
Service Award in 1994. Doris was married to 
Murray Webb, who preceded her in death. 
They had four children: Merrill (Lynnette), 
Kent, Mary Ann (Dave), and Loren (Sharee).

To have your loved one included 
or featured in next issue’s 
Remembering Friends, please email 
Alumni Director Kalynn Larson at 
larson@dixie.edu.



When they attended Dixie, the class of 1964, who is being 
inducted this year into Dixie’s Golden Generation, witnessed 
the following school happenings and current events:

Dixie Facts
• Student Body President: Derrill Larkin
• 1st Vice President: Carol Ann Jeffery
• 2nd Vice President: Shirley Pope
• Freshman President: Merrill Webb
• Freshman Vice President: Stan Everett
• Freshman Secretary: Joy Lyn Johnson
• Sophomore President: John Prince
• Sophomore Vice President: Shirley Ann Wright
• Sophomore Secretary: Donna Graff
• Homecoming Queen: Diane Schmutz
• D-Day Queen: Judy Squires
• Most-Preferred Female: Shirley Page
• Most-Preferred Male: Kenny Knight

World News
• United States president is Lyndon B. Johnson
• The Civil Rights Act of 1964 passes
• The U.S. surgeon general reports that cigarettes cause cancer,  
   and a warning label is required on every package of cigarettes
• The Beatles come to the United States in February amid utter  
   pandemonium dubbed the British invasion
• Muhammad Ali wins the heavyweight championship
• Plans to build the World Trade Center are announced
• England and France agree to construct a tunnel under the  
   English Channel
• Nelson Mandela begins a life sentence for plotting to over 

   throw South Africa’s government
• Martin Luther King Jr. receives the Nobel Peace Prize
• Sidney Poitier is the first African-American to win an Oscar
• Ford Motor Co. introduces the Mustang
• Julie Andrews stars in “Mary Poppins”
• Peter Sellers stars in “The Pink Panther”
• G.I. Joe, a figurine for boys, is introduced

The board of the Alumni Association exists to support the 
welfare, progress, and development of Dixie State University 
while promoting the Dixie Spirit throughout the community 
and the world. Board members are, back row, from left: 
Kalynn Larson, Margaret Truman, Jeremy Hiatt, Tim LeBaron, 
Austin Fackler, Murray Gubler, Connor Shakespear, Shauna 
Ottesen and Elna Rae Page Snow; front row: Kenny Miller, 
Russ Feller, Chet Norman, Hal Hiatt, Kyle Wells and Scott 
Hoopes; and not pictured: Delmont Truman and Nick Turner. 

DSU Alumni Association Board

1964: A Very Good Year 

Southern Utah 
Austin Fackler
435-773-8173
afackler77@gmail.com

Northern Utah
Vala’dee Hafen Tanner
801-467-1614
etanner06@yahoo.com

Boise, Idaho
Rebecca Stucki
202-442-9008
rstucki6@msn.com

Idaho Falls, Idaho
Marc Harrison
208-206-1636
march800@hotmail.com

Northeast U.S
Greg Prince
301-309-1844
gprince@erols.com
      -- and --
Marlon Duke
703-730-3889
Marlon.B.Duke@uscg.mil

Phoenix, Arizona
John Bowler
480-926-4392
Johnbowler4@cox.net

Las Vegas, Nevada
Bryce Thiriot
702-328-0125 

Japan
Nana Miyakoshi
nanabigstar@hotmail.com

Southern California
Jared Lee
801-372-7161
dr.jaredlee@gmail.com 

Alumni Chapter Representatives

Stay Connected @DixieStateAlumni



Upcoming Alumni Events

Auto insurance as special as your alma mater.

AUTO    |    HOME

CONTACT 
US TODAY 
TO START 

SAVING

855-948-6267 Client # 118078

libertymutual.com/dixiestate

1530 Layton Hills Parkway - Suite 110
Layton, UT 84041

Did you know that as a Dixie State alum, you could save up to $427.96 or more on Liberty Mutual Auto 
Insurance?* You could save even more if you also insure your home with us.

This organization receives financial support for allowing Liberty Mutual to offer this auto and home insurance program.
*Discounts are available where state laws and regulations allow, and may vary by state. Figure reflects average national savings for customers who switched to 
Liberty Mutual’s group auto and home program. Based on data collected between 9/1/12 and 8/31/13. Individual premiums and savings will vary. To the extent 
permitted by law, applicants are individually underwritten; not all applicants may qualify. Coverage provided and underwritten by Liberty Mutual Insurance Company 
and its affiliates, 175 Berkeley Street, Boston, MA. ©2014 Liberty Mutual Insurance

The Northern Utah Chapter of Dixie Alumni Association hosted a picnic May 17 in Sandy. Alumni, many of whom were 
joined by their families, enjoyed games, food, and fun all while reminiscing about the good ol’ days at Dixie.

Arizona Chapter
The Arizona alumni chapter will meet Saturday, Oct. 18, at 5 p.m. at Val Vista Lakes Clubhouse, 1600 E. Lakeside 

Drive, Gilbert, Ariz. This free family-friendly event will include food, giveaways, and swimming. To RSVP, call John 
Bowler at 480-926-4392, email him at johnbowler4@cox.net, or send an email to larson@dixie.edu.

DSU Campus
Get ready to cheer Dixie on to victory by attending Alumni Association Tailgate Parties. Tailgates will be hosted at 

the Alumni House before all home football games, including Saturday, Nov. 1, when the Storm are up against South 
Dakota School of Mines & Technology, and Saturday, Nov. 8, when they face off against Central Washington University. 
Parties are free to attend and start at 3:45 p.m. Turn to page 4 for information about the Homecoming Tailgate Party.

Northern Utah Chapter
Mark your calendar to attend the Northern Utah Chapter dinner and silent auction on Saturday, Nov. 8, at 6 p.m. at 

The Gathering Place at Gardner Village, 1100 W. 7800 South, West Jordan. The dinner is free for you and a guest to at-
tend. Dixie State’s new president, Richard “Biff” Williams, will give an update on the university and answer questions. 
There will be a few sought-after items auctioned off. All proceeds will go toward funding a scholarship for a Northern 
Utah student to attend Dixie. Call Vala’dee Hafen Tanner at 801-467-1614 or email etanner06@yahoo.com or larson@
dixie.edu to RSVP.

Picnic in the Park 
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For everything Dixie State,

We’re here for you.

Connect Online or visit bookstore.dixie.edu

Apparel, Gifts, Memorabilia & More!
Shop at your DSU Campus Store in the Gardner Student Center 
or the Dixie State Store at 1037 East 100 South St. George, Utah
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