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Happy 100th Dixie!
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It is Homecoming time again!  It is time to
renew and rejuvenate our Dixie Spirit, a time to
remember the past and look forward to the future.
A time to plan to come back to campus and see
friends and associates, to refresh old memories and
be grateful for Dixie State College.  This

Homecoming marks the end of the Centennial Celebration.  As
we close the past and embark on the next 100 years, we will not
forget the sacrifices, contributions and service given by so many to
make Dixie what it is today.

There are seven home football games this year.  Did you know
the Alumni Association hosts a tailgate in front of the Alumni
House before each home football game and you are all invited?
Mark your calendar and plan to attend!  Meet the football team
and coaches, give them a high five and warm wishes and enjoy free
food.  It is an awesome time to visit the campus.

The Alumni Association welcomes the 2011 graduates to the
DSC Alumni Association!  This year’s graduating class was the
largest in the history of the college.  These students will be a 
valuable part of this community and other destinations.  We are
proud of their accomplishments!

It is great to be an alumnus of Dixie State College.  We look
forward to seeing you this fall!

— Kalynn Larson, ‘94, Alumni Relations Director

Message from the Alumni Director
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PoP QUiz: 

What is the favorite song among college 

seniors in the spring? “Pomp and

Circumstance,” of course. And what 

short hike do those same seniors list as

most desirable? The graduation processional,

naturally. At the end of four years (or more) 

of tests and term papers, hard-working scholars

deserve the ornate grand finale.

Mary Esther Putnam, however, smiles

sheepishly at the mention of the scholarly

Continued, see grad, page 4

mary esther Putnam’s distinction as dixie’s oldest graduate in 2011 seems particularly

appropriate for the school’s Centennial year. her maternal grandfather, george f.

Whitehead, helped found the original dixie Stake academy in 1911. Born with the

last name of gardner, married first to a Staheli and later to a Putnam—all names of

early pioneers to the area—mary esther’s blood couldn’t be more “Utah dixie.”
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shindig and admits she felt a little foolish

walking down the aisle to receive her music

degree. Without doubt, she fulfilled the

same stringent requirements as her fellow

students, but she stood apart in several

ways. After graduation, she would not be

running off to a big city to seek a perform-

ing career, nor would she begin gathering a

group of eager, young piano students as a

full-time teacher. In fact, this bachelor’s

degree was not her first achievement in

higher education. It wasn’t even her second.

Mary Esther had already celebrated 72

years of enthusiastic living when the Dean

of Arts and Letters placed her third college

degree in her hand in May 2011. 

“I felt so dumb walking with all the

young kids,” she laughs. But she did it.

Mary Esther holds the honor of being

Dixie State College’s oldest graduate in the

class of 2011. She describes with a belly

laugh the admission staff’s surprised

response to her 1960 transcript from the

University of Utah: “I don’t think they’d

ever seen a transcript that old before.” 

Mary Esther’s distinction seems partic-

ularly appropriate for the school’s centen-

nial year. Her maternal grandfather,

George F. Whitehead, helped found the

original Dixie Stake Academy in 1911.

Born with the last name of Gardner, mar-

ried first to a Staheli and later to a

Putnam—all names of early pioneers to

the area—Mary Esther’s blood couldn’t be

more “Utah Dixie.”

“I lived here before there was a stop

light,” she describes, leaning forward on

the sofa with widened eyes. That was also

before southern Utah had air condition-

ing, not long after the days when Latter-

day Saint church leader J. Golden Kimball

made his infamous quip: “I don't know

how the people of St. George can stand

the heat, the Indians, the snakes and the

flooding Virgin River. If I had a house in St.

George and a house in Hell, I’d rent out

the one in St. George and move straight to

Hell.”

Mary Esther, though, shrugs off the

suggestion that the living was miserable. “I

don’t remember being hot,” she explains

with positive assurance. “You just dealt

with it.” Indeed, she paints a much more

attractive picture of the St. George life

“back then.” She describes school ball-

games and dances at the Veyo pool, riding

horses in Pine Valley and being elected as

rodeo queen, eating 39-cent burgers at the

College Cove, and doing the bunny hop

down the middle of Main Street in the

dark as a teenager. She giggles as she

recounts a particularly loud night, when a

woman had had enough of the noise and

tossed water onto the unruly teens from a

second-story window.

The tight-knit community encouraged

its children, she insists, and everyone par-

ticipated in everything. “We knew every-

body,” Mary Esther smiles, “and everybody

knew us.” Today, with the town’s tremen-

dous growth, she says, “I want to walk up

to people on the street and say, ‘Who are

you?’”--which is more or less what she

does. 

“Everyone knows Mary Esther,” says

Dr. Nancy Allred, director of piano studies

at Dixie State, and a simple experiment

bears out her claim. A random student,

questioned in the Eccles Fines Arts Center,

breaks into a broad grin when asked if she

knows Mary Esther Putnam. 

“She’s the most loving person you’ll

ever meet,” enthuses Katie Palmer, a piano

major in her junior year. “She’s like the

mother that you always wanted.”

Dr. Allred elaborates, “She single-

handedly has taken (all of the piano stu-

dents) under her wing.” Interestingly, this

penchant for friendship led directly to

Mary Esther’s latest college degree.

“As a child I came home from school

and went straight to the piano for a half

hour of practice every day,” she recounts.

In high school, her keyboard time “trickled

off,” until college when she dropped piano

altogether in favor of other interests. Then,

five years ago, she decided it was time to

return to her musical roots and began

taking piano lessons from her new

friend, Carol Larson. Carol invited

Mary Esther to sit in on a piano peda-

gogy class taught by Carol’s daugh-

ter—none other than Dr. Allred. 

A fun evening turned into an

audited class. The audited class led to

lessons for credit. Finally, she told Dr.

Allred, “I really want to do this, not

just for fun,” and she enrolled at Dixie

State as a piano major. Soon she was

pounding the keyboard up to four

hours every day, studying theory and

pedagogy, and preparing for a culmi-

nating senior recital at which she

would perform nearly an hour of

memorized music.

Upon enrolling, Mary Esther

immediately confronted the same

challenges that most returning adults

face. Having been out of academia for

years, she needed to relearn how to

learn. She had to retrain not just her

fingers, but her brain, as well.

Her blue eyes twinkle behind her

glasses as she describes early discus-

sions with her new music mentor. “I

left (Dr. Allred’s) office in tears lots of

times, thinking, ‘I’m not doing what

she’s expecting of me—and why is she

expecting this of me?’ I told her, ‘I’m

not memorizing. I can’t.’ And she

said, ‘Oh, yes, you will.’” So Mary

Esther did.

The fiery septuagenarian likes to

call herself one of Dixie State’s

“retreads”—those non-traditional stu-

dents who today seem to be rolling all

over campus. Dr. Allred says that

while the faculty members love all

their students, they particularly enjoy

the returning adults. 

They work hard and deliver stellar

assignments,” Dr. Allred explains.

Because they have thought through

their college decision, returning stu-

dents often hold a deeper commitment

than the average traditional ones.

Centennial CommenCement 

dixie State celebrated its largest graduating class

in the institution’s 100-year history at its Centennial

Commencement exercises held may 6th, at the

avenna Center Burns arena.

dSC conferred a total of 1,559 degrees, 314

more than last year, including a record 409 bachelor

degrees, a 21 percent increase from last year (330

bachelor’s degrees), along with a record 1,150 associ-

ate degrees, which bests the previous record of 915

set last year (20% increase from 2009-10). in addi-

tion, 335 vocational and technical certificates were

awarded.

thomas S. monson, President of the Church of

Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints, delivered the keynote

address to dixie State’s Class of 2011 during the

Centennial Commencement exercises. he noted how

special this particular class was in graduating 100

years after the establishment of the St. george Stake

academy, which would later become dixie State

College of Utah. monson commended the graduates

not only for their accomplishments, but for their

order, charity, courtesy and enthusiasm.

“graduates, i honor you and admire you,”

President monson said. “it is not merely a willingness

to work hard that has brought you to this place, but

also qualities of character that you have developed

throughout your lives.”

monson challenged the graduates to build bridges

as they embark on their journey in life in quoting the

poem, “the Bridge Builder” by acclaimed author Will

allen dromgoole. though he told students he could

Centennial grad, continued from page 3

Mary Esther Putnam has fun examining the statues depicting some of her early St. George
ancestors on the Dixie State College Encampment Mall.

Mary Esther had already celebrated 72 years of

enthusiastic living when the Dean of Arts and

Letters placed her third college degree in her hand

at Dixie State’s Centennial Commencement.

dixie state magazine4

The fiery septuagenarian
likes to call herself one of
Dixie State’s “retreads”—
those who today seem to be
rolling all over campus.”

Asked why she chose

schoolbooks in her retirement

over a leisurely morning

paper, though, Mary Esther’s

immediate response is, “I’m

really not sure.” After all, she didn’t

actually need another diploma.

She holds bachelor’s and master’s

degrees in elementary education;

she taught school in Washington,

Utah for 18 years; and she even

supervised student teachers for

Southern Utah University.

Quizzed harder, she replies

that she began her studies for fun,

but eventually pursued them for

the personal challenge and to be

an example to her large family.

Mary Esther shares 29 grandchil-

dren with her late husband, Frank

Staheli, and has inherited 46 more

via her marriage to Howard

Putnam. To them she says, “No,

you don’t stop. Look what your

grandmother did!”

“I didn’t stop to think about

my body being old,” she explains.

“I just thought of myself as one of

the students.” 

Slowing down certainly does-

n’t appear to be anywhere in Mary

Esther’s near future, and that state-

ment can be read quite literally.

On a recent trip to Salt Lake City,

the friend who joined her chose to

return to St. George on a plane

rather than in the car. “She said I

drive too fast,” Mary Esther laughs

mischievously.

Mary Esther lives today in Pine

Valley, where she conducts tours of

the pioneer-era chapel and plays

its antique pump organ in church

on Sundays. “Now in church they

don’t ask me to do anything else!”

she exclaims.

Yet she spends an equal

amount of time in St. George,

All of Dixie’s living past presidents were honored guests at
the Centennial Commencement. They are (l to r) Rolfe
Kerr, Alton Wade, Doug Alder, Robert Huddleston, and
Lee Caldwell.

Continued, see Centennial grad, page 15

Continued, see 100-Yr CommenCement, page 15
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Pacific, as well as three tours around the

world. After a more-than-30-year absence

the Bentleys are thrilled to be back in the

sheltering red cliffs of Southern Utah. They

welcome every opportunity to return to

Dixie amid their choice lifelong friends.

dan WatSon is being honored at Dixie’s

2011 Homecoming as a Distinguished

Alumni. He was born and reared in St.

George, Utah, graduating from Dixie State

College in 1941. He received a Bachelor of

Science degree from Brigham Young

University. His claim to fame there was win-

ning the BYU song-writing contest with his

song, “Waiting For You.” He pursued gradu-

ate studies at the University of Utah and

Northwestern University. He served in the

U.S. Army from 1943 to 1946, much of that

time as secretary to Major General Douglas

T. Green, and as military court reporter. Dan

has composed 130 songs, many related to

Dixie State College and his love for the

school. He has been published in A View

from the Edge, Talent - Poets and

Songwriters of Tomorrow, and Utah Sings.

Dan served as the administrative assistant to

five Dixie State College presidents. He was

the Dixie State College Commencement

Chairman for 29 years. He has served as

executive secretary for each of the follow-

ing: the Dixie State College Board of

Trustees, the Dixie State College Alumni

Association, the Dixie Center Control Board,

Leadership Dixie and the Dixie Regional

Medical Center Foundation. He has been

honored with the St. George Area Chamber

of Commerce “Special Citizen Award,”

Brigham Young University “Community

Service Award” and the Dixie State College

“Distinguished Alumnus Award.” Dan has

served as master of ceremonies or guest

speaker for Dixie State College alumni ban-

quets, Rebel Awards, Founders Day assem-

blies, “D” Week, homecoming and various

State of Utah functions. He has served as the

Dixie State College alumni president and on

the Diamond Jubilee Extravaganza. Dan is

an icon of the “Dixie Spirit.” His service and

dedication to Dixie are heartfelt and gener-

ous and have spanned over 40 years. 

loren “loie” W. SnoW is being honored

at Dixie’s 2011 Homecoming as a

Distinguished Alumni. She says she has

learned to “love what comes” and accept

and adapt to changes.  She’s lived in 12 dif-

ferent cities in her life’s journey.  She was

born January 25, 1916, in St. George, Utah,

to Daniel Clark Watson and Anna Hess

Milne, the eldest of four children. Her

younger siblings are Toni Watson Edwards

(deceased), Daniel Clark Watson, and Leon

Milne Watson (deceased).

In her early young adult life in the

1930’s, she was a beauty queen when one

of the judges was the governor of Utah, and

she was the “D” Queen at Dixie Jr. College

in St. George, Utah, at the young age of 14.

Loie married her high school sweetheart,

Virgil Crosby Snow, on August 10, 1937, in

St. George. Loie and Virgil lived in Omaha,

Neb., while Virgil attended medical school

at Creighton University, then Loie returned

Dr. Marion J. Bentley, longtime teacher and

director at Dixie, will be the 2011

Homecoming Alumni Banquet speaker. This

year’s banquet will be held on Saturday, October

22, at 6:00 p.m. in the College Gymnasium. 

Dr. Bentley’s distinguished teaching career

took him from Dixie State College, to New

Jersey’s Rutgers University, to Brigham Young

University and around the globe.

A native of St. George, Marion was educated

in the local schools, including Dixie College

where he graduated as valedictorian.  At the

University of Utah

he graduated

summa cum laude

with membership

in Phi Beta Kappa

and Phi Kappa Phi,

as well as with a

Henry Newell

scholarship to

Stanford University,

where he received

his master’s degree.

Based on his study

of the British System

of Actor Training,

Bentley was award-

ed his Ph.D. from the University of Utah. His pro-

fessional training includes the Royal Academy of

Dramatic Arts, Central School of Speech and

Drama, the London Academy of Dramatic Arts,

and Webber-Douglas School of Musical Theatre.

His directing credits range from Medea and

Hamlet to opera to Ayckborne and Beckett.

Acknowledgments range from his acting at

Martha’s Vineyard to artistic director of one of

New Jersey’s Model Cities theatre projects. A for-

mer president of the Utah Theatre Association,

Marion has done much to encourage excellence

in theatre throughout the state of Utah.

While at Dixie, Marion married DeAnna

Hawkins. Throughout their married years DeAnna

was at his side providing artistic service as

designer and critic. They are the parents of six

sons:  Shawn (deceased), Jared, Derek, Justin,

Christopher, and Gavin.  

At Dixie, Marion served as bishop of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints College

Ward, and in many other church leadership roles

while at Rutgers and at BYU.  

Marion and DeAnna have led students of the-

atre and the arts throughout America, Eastern and

Western Europe, Greece, China, the South

DIXIE  NEWS

• College President is Arthur J. Bruhn
• Student Body President is Lee Reber
• 1st Vice President is Pamela Clove
• 2nd Vice President is Ken Reber
• Sophomore Class President is Antone Bringhurst
• Sophomore Vice President is Charles Brinkerhoff
• Freshman Class President is Roy Pehrson
• Freshman Vice President is Dale Hunt
• High School Sr Class President is Ralph Atkin
• HS Sr Vice President is Ruth Ann Hafen
• HS Jr Class President is Linda Neilson
• HS Jr Class Vice President is Carl Brown
• Homecoming Queen is Kathaleen Neilson
• D-Day Queen is Ethel Lynn Sorenson
• George Staheli is named an All-American
• Rebel basketball lost the Axe in the first battle
with CSU and then regained it in the 2nd game.
• New campus is well under way with the 
gymnasium and heating plant, and the new 
Fine Arts Center completed in the spring
• Preferred Man is Clay M. Conway
• Co-ed of the Year is Judy McMullin
• Enrollment is 320

CLASS OF

Take a look at some
of the history from
the class being

inducted into the
Golden Generation

this year. 

‘61

u BY SHAUNA OTTESEN, ‘85

I T WAS A

VERY GOOD

YEAR

WORLD  NEWS

• John F. Kennedy is the President
• Freedom Riders bring the civil rights movement
to the attention of Americans.
• Bob Dylan intellectualizes popular music.
• Construction of the Berlin Wall commences. 
• The U.S. sends Ham, a chimpanzee, into space.
• The Soviet Union sends the first man into space in
April, the U.S. follows in May.
• Russian ballet dancer Rudolf Nereyev defects in
Paris.
• The U.N. unanimously votes to censure South
Africa for apartheid, 83-0.
• Audrey Hepburn stars in Breakfast at Tiffanys.
• IBM introduces the Selectric typewriter.
• Patsy Cline releases  “I Fall to Pieces.”
• NY Yankees Roger Maris hits 61 home runs, break-
ing the record Babe Ruth set in 1927.
• First electric toothbrush becomes available.
• Certificates of Deposit are introduced.
• Walt Disney produces 101 Dalmatians. 

to St. George while Virgil served five years in

the Army overseas during World War II.

After the war the Snows settled in

Fresno, Calif., where he had his ophthalmol-

ogy practice for 50 years.

As a member of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, Loie says church

service has been her foundation.  She served

as president of the Young Women organiza-

tion at only 18, was a ward and a stake

Relief Society president, and taught Relief

Society until the age of 92. In 1982, Loie

and Virgil served a mission for the LDS

Church in Baton Rouge, La.

Loie is a gifted poetess and is always

writing a poem, script or recitation for some

occasion.  She has directed plays, road

shows and musicals throughout her life.  In

1979, she directed “The Music Man” at the

Memorial Auditorium in Fresno.  Loie has

given many hours of service to her commu-

nity by volunteering in her children’s schools

and also for the Fresno Community

Hospital’s Pink Ladies Guild for over 20

years in the 1950’s and 1960’s.

Loie was bestowed the well-deserved

honor of being Fresno County Mother of the

Year in 2001. She is the mother of four chil-

dren, Richard Clark Snow (Dianne), Tiffany

Snow Madsen (Dick), Toni M’Lyn Snow

Johnson (Chris), and Sydnee Anna Russell

(Dana). She is the grandmother of 19 grand-

children, 34 great-grandchildren, and one

great-great grandchild due in October. She

knows all of their names and birthdates. Loie’s

posterity, including spouses, numbers 72. 
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HOMECOMING 2011CELEBRATE

Loie W. Snow
diStingUiShed alUmni

Dan Watson
diStingUiShed alUmni

Steve Caplin
diStingUiShed alUmni 

Sue Cox
diStingUiShed alUmni

from Pioneers to 100 Years

Dr. Marion J. Bentley 
alUmni BanQUet

SPeaker

Continued, see page 8
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SteVe CaPlin is being honored at Dixie’s 2011 Homecoming as a Distinguished

Alumni. Caplin serves as president and CEO of Steton Technology, the leading provider

of application software leveraged by professionals responsible for public health, con-

sumer safety and quality assurance.   

Prior to forming Steton, Steve was successful in sales and business management at

IBM, as well as in corporate accounting at Southland Financial Corporation.

Steve is involved in community service and currently serves as Chair of the Dixie

State College Board of Trustees, and has chaired the Trustee Audit Committee. Steve

also serves on the Governing Board of Intermountain Health Care’s Dixie Regional

Medical Center. Previous community service includes serving as member and chair of

the Santa Clara City Economic Development Council and a board member of the Dixie

State College Alumni Board.  

Steve holds an MBA from the University of Texas, where he focused on high tech-

nology entrepreneurship and competitive corporate strategy. He earned a Bachelor of

Science degree in accounting, summa cum laude, from Southern Utah University and

is a Certified Public Accountant.

Steve and his wife Toni (Brooks) have three children and two grandchildren, and

live in Santa Clara, Utah. 

SUe Cox is being honored at Homecoming as a Distinguished Alumni. She was born

in Cedar City and resided in Kanarraville until she was five years old. Her primary and

secondary school years were spent in Las Vegas, Nev. Upon graduating from Rancho

High School, she attended and graduated from Dixie College. After completing a bach-

elor's degree at BYU, Sue went on to serve an LDS mission in Peru. When she returned

from Peru, she met and married Dr. Mervyn K. Cox. Their life together began with a

readymade family of four children, and grew into a bustling family of twelve children.

After 33 years of marriage, Dr. Cox passed away in December 2007. Sue is especially

grateful to have been married to a remarkable man, have outstanding children, and be

grandmother to thirty six (and counting).

Sue has a great love for the arts and has served on several local art boards.  She has

served on the Board of Governors for the Utah Shakespearean Festival, including hav-

ing served a term as Chairman of the Board. Currently she serves on the Board of

Directors for the Tuacahn Center for the Arts, as well as on the National Advisory

Council at Dixie State College.

Sue and family have been major benefactors of Dixie State College. Their donations

to the college have helped make possible the M. K. Cox Auditorium, the Dr. Mervyn

and Sue Cox Mobile Dental Hygiene Clinic, the Family Fountain Sculpture Garden,

and the Browning Library. u

d i x i e

Reunion
Party

alumni

COME JOIN THE
PARTY!

Friday, Oct 21
6:00 p.m.

Gardner Center Ballroom

• For ALL Alumni
• Find friends, celebrate 

Homecoming together
• Light Refreshments
• It’s FREE! 

and Special Student Council
Reunion

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17
11 a.m. Homecoming Week Kickoff

Gardner Plaza

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 18
7 p.m. Homecoming Queen 

Pageant
Cox Auditorium, $10

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20
7 p.m. Powder Puff Football Game

Hansen Stadium, no charge

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21
10 a.m. Alumni Assembly

Eccles Concert Hall, no charge
12 Noon Golden Generation 

Luncheon & Program
Class of 1961 to be inducted. 

Gardner Center Ballroom, $12
6 p.m. Dixie Alumni Reunion Party 

and Student Council Reunion
Light Refreshments

Gardner Center Ballroom, no 
charge 

Midnight 5K Run Midnight Run
Hansen Stadium, $15

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22
9:00 a.m. Founder’s Day Assembly & 

Hall of Fame
St. George Tabernacle, no charge

10:00 a.m. Homecoming Parade
100 South to 700 East

11:00 a.m. Alumni Tailgate Party
Wade Alumni House, no charge  

1:00 p.m. Football: Dixie State vs. 
Central Washington University 
$7 (purchase at box office)

6 p.m. Alumni Banquet
Speaker: Marion Bentley
Gymnasium, $13  

7:30 p.m. Homecoming Dance 
Gardner Center Ballroom
no charge 

Midnight True Rebel Night
Fountain

2011 homeComing eVentS

Reserve your banquet table ASAP. Gold, Silver
and Bronze sponsor tables available. All funds 
go to the student alumni scholarship fund. 
Call Hal Hiatt, 435-673-2111.

Purchase tickets for Luncheon, Banquet, and
Homecoming Dance at the Wade Alumni House.
Call 435-652-7535/4535, or email larson@dixie.edu

9dixie state magazine

ALUMNI HOMECOMING
ASSEMBLY
Friday, October 21 
10:00 a.m.
Eccles Concert Hall, free!

Join your friends of yesteryear
for a fun walk down memory
lane at the Alumni Assembly
and Variety Show.

Don’t miss this!

Diane Hafen and Titine Winsor “act” as
MCs during 2010 Homecoming Alumni
Assembly..

homeComing, Continued from page 7
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Show your dixie SPirit 

and help a student by 

purchasing a dSC license

plate.  Your contribution of

$25 goes directly to student

scholarships!

get yours at any dmV office

DISPLAY DIXIE SPIRIT



story by Nancy Perkins, ‘76

photos by Wally Barrus
story by Diana I. Stanley, ‘09

W
hen Donna Stafford retires from her

post as Director of Student

Involvement and Leadership in December,

hundreds of current and former Dixie State

College students may shed a tear or two for

the loss of a “Dixie Mother” they’ve come

to know and love.

“It’s going to be a sad day when Donna

retires and I count myself lucky to have

been able to work with her professionally

and personally,” says Jennifer Shakespeare,

whose tenure as student body vice presi-

dent and president from 2006-2008 meant

she worked side-by-side with Stafford. 

“Donna’s influence in students’ lives goes

far beyond the time she spends with them

in student government. She is always moti-

vating students to reach beyond the aver-

age and to do better than they think is nec-

essary. I don’t know what Dixie will be like

without her.”

Dixie State College will be, predicts

Stafford, just fine. It’s her own first few

weeks of retirement that may be hard to

adjust to, she adds.
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S
chool plan for the average college

student: Go to school four years. Receive

bachelor’s degree. Run as far away from

school as possible.

Plan for the college student who desires

more punishment: Go on to medical school

for another four years.

Plan for the truly masochistic student:

Choose a program that bestows both a

Doctor of Medicine and a Master of

Business Administration—a six-year

course of study—in the same four years.

Austin Cope, Dixie State College

class of 2011, chose the third route with

hardly a space to breathe between

matriculations. Only a few weeks after

receiving his Bachelor of Science in biol-

ogy, Cope received the fateful accept-

ance call from Texas Tech University—

his top choice for medical school—and

was given two days to relocate his young

family from St. George to Lubbock, Texas.

Upon arrival, Cope immediately dove

into the summer portion of the MD/MBA

program, in which he completes the first

year of his MBA in a meager two months. In

the fall he’ll begin medical school. The fol-

lowing summer will throw the second year of

his MBA studies onto his shoulders, and then

he’ll jump back into his medical courses

immediately after.

It’s a heavy burden, and one might ask

why he chose such a grueling path.

“Many doctors don’t understand business

very well,” Cope explains. The MBA will help

him not only with running a practice or hos-

pital, but also with understanding his

patients’ insurance needs and financial cir-

cumstances, and even in communicating

more effectively with the people he’ll serve.

And for all the promises of money and

prestige, taking care of others is what medi-

cine is all about for Cope.

“I really love working with people, so I

look forward to that,” Cope insists. “It’s

about communicating with people and

motivating them to do what’s right (for their

health).” 

Such talk of service doesn’t ring hollow

with Cope, either. He credits a family tradi-

tion of helping hands for his desire to lend

his own.

“Most of (our family’s service) wasn’t

organized or planned,” he says.

“We volunteered occasionally as a

family, but mostly my parents just

dropped what they were doing to

help when they were asked.” He

describes how his father, also a

doctor, often helped acquaintances

who dropped by their home in the

middle of the night with medical

emergencies.

When Cope arrived at Dixie

State, he was able to continue that service

tradition as a member of the Rural Health

Scholars club. The club’s advisor, Dr. Tom

Continued, see StUdent, page 14
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Cope gathered friends and raised over $6,000
to supply emergency preparedness packs for
Washington County’s classrooms. When the
St. George chapter of the American Red
Cross awarded him the Youth Good Samaritan
Award in May, though, Cope was reluctant to
receive public accolades for his work.

Continued, see faCUltY, page 12
Continued, see Staff, page 13

“I’ve got plenty to do, but I will miss

the activities, the students. I’m the lucky

one for having been able to work with

these fabulous young men and women

though the years,” says Stafford, whose

first job at the college was in the book-

store 20 years ago. “It has been a total

delight. I can’t even explain it. I’m hoping

some of these warm memories will carry

me for several years.”

Candace Mesa, associate professor of

Developmental Composition, clearly

remembers answering an email Stafford

sent to faculty and staff over 14 years ago.

Stafford was looking for help with the

freshmen orientation barbecue, so Mesa, a

new instructor at the time, volunteered.

“That was the start of our friendship and

my volunteering to help with many of

DSC’s traditions,” Mesa says. “Donna’s

energy and enthusiasm are absolutely con-

tagious. She has been a tireless advocate

for service.”

While Stafford’s work is largely behind

D
r. Eric Pedersen, professor of visual

technologies and information technolo-

gy for Dixie State College, sits for his inter-

view leaning back in his chair with his arms

folded high across his chest. When asked a

question, he looks away briefly to gather his

thoughts, a process that takes about as

much time for him to do as it would for his

beloved computers. Then he refocuses his

gaze directly into his companion’s eyes and

pounds out his answer without hesitation or

equivocation. He is direct and never wastes

time. He is, in a word, intense.

He repeats continuously in his conver-

sation how quickly the world of technology

changes, particularly in electronic com-

merce, and the process can sound rather

brutal.

“In e-commerce there are lots of things

that can happen to kill a business,” he says;

and, “You’ve got to always be changing,

adapting and evolving in your company, or

you’re probably going to be dead;” and

also, “If you’re not paying attention, you’ll

be left behind.”
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He could be describing gladiators in

business suits hacking each other apart with

laptop computers.

Pedersen should know, having won a

number of these entrepreneurial contests

himself. He directed the research team that

created the first web site in Utah in 1993,

and since that time he can’t count the num-

ber of successful businesses he has started.

Anyone who has lived in St. George

since 1994, though, knows about InfoWest,

subtitled “The Internet People.” Now a

multi-state corporation and growing, the dig-

ital delivery company sprung from Pedersen

and three of his DSC students.

And there lies the key to bringing

Pedersen to life. He may love the combina-

tion of business and technology, but men-

tion his students and Pedersen’s entire

demeanor changes. He still leans back in his

chair with his arms latched. He still bores a

hole with his eyes. But turn the conversation

to his students, and a high-intensity beam

switches on behind those eyes, and the cor-

ners of his mouth turn up and stay there. 

“We have an exceptional student base,”

Pedersen insists. “I can take four or five stu-

dents out of a classroom and spin them into

a corporation.” 

He believes his students can do any-

thing, and that’s why he sits in a computer

lab with a couple of his tech scholars on a

summer holiday. It’s why in a single year he

learned 40 new software applications to

share with them. It’s why he changes his

curriculum every semester to adapt to the

rapidly changing technology.

“I suppose I could do my job without

(the extra work),” he shrugs, “but how much

fun would that be?” 

Some of Pedersen’s greatest fun comes

from pulling his students out of the class-

room and helping push them up the corpo-

rate ladder in businesses of their own. They

come up with the ideas they want to pursue,

and he helps them make their ideas become

reality.

“I can teach basic skills, but it’s more

exciting if we take it a few steps further,” he

explains. “They spend more time learning

out of the classroom. The learning level

goes way up because they’re excited.”

To help even more students, Pedersen is

advising the new Technical

Entrepreneurship Club (TEC), a central hub

that will connect students with tech devel-

opers for launching new ideas. Brian

Poulsen, DSC student and president of the

TEC, says they also want to arrange student

internships and presentations from business

owners on how to get started.

“Lots of students seek (Dr. Pedersen) for

help and advice,” Poulsen enthuses. “He’s

the person to go to because he’s the one

who has the experience. He’s done it!”

Poulsen insists, though, that Pedersen’s

interest goes beyond business and technol-

ogy to the students themselves and their

ability to provide well for their families. 

“He says that is one of the goals for his

class. Anything you do should be good for

your family, or it’s not a good idea,”

Poulsen explains.

He continues, “(Dr. Pedersen’s) more

Donna Stafford’s legacy at Dixie State

College includes a wide variety of

service-oriented projects. Below are

some of her favorites, which, she

emphasizes, were successful because

of the concerted effort of the entire

Dixie State College community.

1. Convinced Linda Huddleston,  

current DSC women’s soccer 

coach, to take the job of coaching

the college’s first intramural 

women’s soccer team.

2. New lighting to surround the “D” 

on the Black Hill in St. George: 

“We took student leaders to the 

city with this idea and St. George 

donated $17,000 for the lighting.”

3. Installation of sand volleyball pits 

and pavilion on campus; another 

“student-driven” idea.

4. Student of the Semester: 

Recognizing outstanding students 

from each Dixie State academic 

department.

5. Holding the Gift of Dixie Dance, 

which benefits needy children at 

Christmas time. 

6. Reinstituting the Great Race 

during D Week: “A true Dixie 

tradition.”

7. Campus to Community: “The big 

service project done each semester.”

the scenes and invisible to all but a few,

Mesa says, her influence has been felt and

absorbed by countless students over the

years.

“Not only has she trained students to

be leaders who can accomplish tasks from

start to finish, but she has shown compas-

sion and care for each and every student

with whom she has worked,” says Mesa.

“By her example, Donna teaches important

life skills such as organization, service,

team work and follow through. Students,

faculty, staff and administration are really

going to miss Donna when she retires.”

Brock Bybee, who served as student

body vice president of athletics (07-08)

and student body president (08-09),

remembers his first impression of Stafford

this way: “As student leaders we thought

we had all these great ideas (like renting a

bounce house and having a huge party)

and Donna would look at us and say,

“Let’s be logical about this,” and I thought,

“Wow, this

lady wears a

black hat. She

kills all the

fun!”

It didn’t

take long,

however, for

Bybee to real-

ize Donna’s

“black hat” was

there for a very good reason.

“She is such a sound leader. She really

knows what she’s doing. She’s seen it all

and that was a huge benefit for us,” Bybee

says. “She helped us make the best deci-

sions we could.”

Stafford’s ability to create a family-like

feeling on campus for students and co-

workers epitomizes the “Dixie Spirit,” says

Chris Taylor, who worked at the college as

the assistant director and then director of

public relations from 2001 to 2006.

“When you’re in the company of

Donna, you’re family,” says Taylor, who

now works at Utah Valley University as an

associate vice president of University

Marketing and Communications. “Dixie is

what it is, in large part, because of people

like Donna Stafford. The Dixie Spirit will

continue on campus when she leaves, but

her absence will certainly create a void in

it.”

Stafford will

have

worked with

19 student

government

organiza-

tions before

she leaves

her post and says students who are expected

to do well, generally rise to the occasion in

academics and in life.

“The challenges may be different, but

Dixie State College is still the same, great

place and it’s still cultivating the same spir-

it,” she says. “Just the most fantastic students

come through these doors. They’ve gone on

to do amazing things.”

Del Beatty, Dean of Students, says it’s

easy to understand why Dixie State College

students love “Mama Donna” so much.

“Having the opportunity to work with

Donna’s influence in students’ lives goes
far beyond the time she spends with them in 
student government. She is always motivating
students to reach beyond the average and to
do better than they think is necessary. I don’t

know what Dixie will be like without her.”
— Jennifer Shakespeare, 2008 student body president

Some of Pedersen’s greatest fun comes from pulling his students out

of the classroom and helping push them up the corporate ladder in

businesses of their own. They come up with the ideas and he helps

them make their ideas become reality.

Above: Donna is surrounded by the last 
student executive council she will mentor, as
they plan activities for the 2011-2012 year.

“
than a teacher. He’s a mentor, a friend.” To

prove his point, Poulsen finishes by describ-

ing an incident when he and his roommates

were moving and Pedersen arrived to loan

them his own lawnmower. Instead of

unloading the mower and leaving, though,

Pedersen mowed the lawn himself.

“He’s willing to take time out of his

schedule to help his students,” Poulsen says.

Such personal involvement seems fitting

for a man who came to St. George over 20

years ago in order to direct custom business

training for what eventually became the

Dixie Business Alliance. He has always

been passionate about helping others gain

the tools they need to succeed.

After his interview, Pedersen is found

standing on the sidewalk outside the Udvar-

Hazy School of Business building where he

teaches, still talking to a student. He still

holds his arms folded across his chest. Yet

he notices when a new acquaintance drives

by in the parking lot, and he waves. But it’s

a very intense wave, direct and short-lived.

After all, he has a student standing in front

of him, and that student holds his attention

completely. u
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McNeilis, is known for incorporating service

learning into his syllabi.

“With service learning,” Dr. McNeilis

says, “the students learn about how (their

studies) fit in the community.” He describes

students learning about genetics and abnor-

malities, and then volunteering in local

schools to see how children with various

handicaps and learning disabilities function

in society.

For his own project, Cope gathered sev-

eral friends and, with the help of DSC

Student Services, raised over $6,000 to sup-

ply emergency preparedness packs for

Washington County’s classrooms. When

the St. George chapter of the American

Red Cross awarded him the Youth Good

Samaritan Award in May, though, Cope

was reluctant to receive public accolades

for his work.

“Usually kids are trying to get their

picture in the paper,” laughs Donna

Stafford, DSC’s Student Activities director.

“I almost had to twist his arm and break

his leg to get his picture taken. You have to

drag him to get him in front of a camera.”

Cope gives credit to such service

opportunities for his acceptance into the

highly competitive Texas Tech program. 

“I was told by other people to go to

other schools,” he says, “but I’m really

glad I stuck with Dixie. Some doctors

said I should go to a more prestigious

school because Dixie’s four-year pro-

grams are fairly new. My friends went to

(Brigham Young University) or (the

University of Utah) for that reason. But I

had just as good of an experience, if not

better. I learned the same material. I did

just as well on the (Medical College

Admission Test). I got to know my profes-

sors and got letters of recommendation. I

had my operating room job and my

community service opportunities.”

The proof of his words lies in his cur-

rent enrollment. “Texas schools are very

difficult to get into unless you’re a Texas

resident,” Cope writes in his blog. “They

are required by law to accept at least

90% Texas residents.” In addition, the

ing of glamour.” The glamour, he notes, will

wear off rapidly during the trek down such

an exhausting road.

Four years of pre-med courses and a

summer of condensed MBA studies have

proven to Cope that he is indeed ready for

the journey. He feels excited for the opportu-

nities ahead. He doesn’t yet know specifical-

ly what he wants to do in the medical field,

if he wants to specialize and, if so, what spe-

cialty attracts him most. But he knows the

most important aspect of his coming medical

career. He can’t wait to bring his family’s tra-

dition of service to the people who will put

their trust in him. u
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MD/MBA program is even more highly com-

petitive than traditional medical school. So

does he feel ready for such rigor?

“The most important thing for deciding to

be a doctor is you must really know you

want to do it,” Cope observes. “You can’t just

do it for the money or prestige. Practicing

medicine must be a passion.”

He admits many students often don’t

know if they posses that passion, and he rec-

ommends shadowing a physician or working

in healthcare as a certified nursing assistant, a

phlebotomist, or a hospital orderly as he did. 

“You need that exposure,” Cope empha-

sizes. “Otherwise its just an ambiguous feel-

Donna the past three years has been great! It was refreshing for me

to see first hand the way she dedicates her time to the students she

advises,” says Beatty. “She is leaving a legacy at Dixie. Donna will

certainly be missed, but we are all so happy to

hear more about the adventures she has

planned.”

Stafford’s plans include finally catching up

with some personal interests she placed on the

back burner.

“My husband bought me a new sewing

machine a few years ago and I’ve never even

set it up. I’m still using my old one,” says

Stafford, whose passion for piecing quilts

together will finally filter to the top of her to-do

list.

Grandchildren, family, home and church are

also awaiting Stafford’s special touch.

“I want to be more involved in church and

would like to someday serve a mission,” she

says. “I know there are more committee assign-

ments in the community waiting for me, but I’m

really going to miss the activities here at the

college. There’s an energy that comes with it; it’s

revitalizing. I’ve enjoyed every minute of it.”u

Mary Esther is flanked by her children after completing her senior
recital, where she performed 60 minutes of memorized music.

nearly an hour’s drive away, singing with the Heritage Choir and

having lunch with her many friends, including the “kids” she

befriended at Dixie State. In between she writes family history

books; funds an annual scholarship for piano majors at Dixie

State; and is teaching her first piano student, a woman like her-

self with whom she’s “having a ball.”

Dr. Allred says many returning adult students ask, “Do you

think I can do this?” She replies , “Of course you can!” And to

any who doubt, she can now add, “Don’t stop. Look what Mary

Esther did.” u

not physically build a bridge for them, Monson offered to build

three metaphorical bridges, based on the attributes of attitude,

integrity and service, that will help the graduates successfully

cross the “deep and wide” chasms in their lives.

“Graduates, as you journey forward to meet the challenges

life holds for you, remember as you walk over the bridge of atti-

tude to choose happiness for yourself,” President Monson said.

“That happiness will mean little unless you have learned to walk

surefootedly on the bridge of integrity where, at the end of the

day, you can face yourself and know that you have been honest

and true.

“And whether it be in the morning sun or the twilight dim,

the bridge of service will be steady and sure underfoot,”

Monson added. “My young friends, these bridges are built for

you.”

Of the record 409 baccalaureate degrees awarded Friday

afternoon, more than half (232) of the graduates came from four

of DSC’s four-year programs – business administration (77), inte-

grated studies (57), communication (52) and elementary educa-

tion (46). In all, students earned bachelor’s degrees in 18 of

DSC’s four-year degree programs, including the first-ever gradu-

ating classes in mathematics, psychology and theatre. 

Sabrina Hansen, who graduated with a bachelor’s degree in

communication, represented DSC’s baccalaureate class as vale-

dictorian, while Jonathan Oglesby, a sophomore communication

major from Logandale, Nev., spoke on behalf of the associate

degree class. 

President Monson and retired business leader Monte Holm

were each awarded an Honorary Doctorate Degree in

Humanities during the ceremony. In addition, retired

Washington County Sheriff Kirk Smith, along with Dixie College

Foundation board members Dorothy Orton, Marcia Wade and

Megan White, each received Distinguished Citizen Awards for

their exemplary service to the college and community. u

extraordinarY Staff, continued from page 13

100-Yr CommenCement, Continued from page 5
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In front of a standing room only crowd

inside the DSC Eccles Fine Arts Center foyer

this past May, Utah Governor Gary Herbert

signed Senate Concurrent Resolution Bill 11

(SCR 11), which expresses legislative support

for Dixie State’s plan to one day become a

regional state university. 

President Dr. Stephen D. Nadauld, along

with Washington County’s entire legislative

delegation, including chief bill sponsor

Senator Steve Urquhart and House

Representatives David Clark, Don Ipson

(House sponsor of resolution) and Brad Last,

joined Governor Herbert during the ceremo-

nial bill signing event. In all, Governor

Herbert signed eight pieces of legislation into

law in addition to SCR 11.

“Dixie has a great heritage and a great his-

tory,” Governor Herbert said. “I note the 100

year anniversary of Dixie State and the impact

that this institution’s had on so many people

over the past 100 years. It’s impressive.”

Governor Herbert paid tribute to the

efforts of Dixie’s students, who he said want

to stay at Dixie to complete their four-year

degree, along with

the work and leader-

ship of President

Nadauld and school

officials, local com-

munity and business

leaders, and the leg-

islators in the growth

of the institution.

Herbert also noted

the overall growth of

the region and DSC’s

role in the economic

development of

Utah’s Dixie.

Last January, the Utah State Board of

Regents approved DSC’s plan to gain universi-

ty status, possibly within the next three to five

years. The plan includes the addition of sever-

al new baccalaureate programs, including

composite degrees in physical (chemistry,

physics, etc.) and social (political science,

sociology, etc.) sciences, art, history, foreign

language and computer information technol-

ogy. In addition, the plan will call for at least

60 new faculty members, along with 50 new

staff positions, and $9 million in funding. u

CAMPUS HAPPENINGS
GOVERNOR HERBERT SIGNS BILL IN SUPPORT OF UNIVERSITY STATUS

This resolution tells the state, it
tells our colleagues that this insti-
tution will be a university. Get
ready for it, start planning for it.”
— Senator Steve Urquhart

“

Dixie State College began offering a new

certificate of completion in computer foren-

sics this fall semester. The program provides

students with the knowledge and skills need-

ed to conduct forensic examination of digital

evidence. Both technical and practical train-

ing will prepare students to assist law

enforcement agencies and prosecutorial

offices from crime scene through analysis and

into the courtroom. The new courses will be

taught by faculty at the DSC Southwest

Regional Computer Crime Institute (SWRCCI),

which is housed at the DSC University Plaza. 

Upon successfully completing the pro-

gram, students will be certified to work with

and file digital evidence in connection with

any criminal activity. Additionally, students

will have the ability to conduct computer

DSC BEGINS COMPUTER FORENSICS CERTIFICATE PROGRAM 

Matthews noted

that the Institute will

afford students specialized

training in computer forensics that is not

offered at any other school in Utah or the

region, in addition to working side-by-side

with law enforcement professionals in an

effort to solve cases.  

“When students graduate with their

degrees in criminal justice, they’ll have the

additional training and certification, which

will allow them to be much more in demand

for jobs with law enforcement agencies and

in the private industry,” Matthews said. 

Former United States Senator Bob

Bennett (R-Utah) championed the effort by

securing a $1 million federal grant for the

Institute in 2010. u

forensic examinations.

The Dixie State SWRCCI, one of only

five such institutes located on college cam-

puses in the country, serves a dual purpose

of training students in the field of digital

forensics and supporting law enforcement

through operation and maintenance of a

computer forensics lab.

The SWRCCI is under the direction of

William Matthews, a retired special agent for

the FBI who specialized in forensics.

Dixie State officially broke ground on its

new Jeffrey R. Holland Centennial Commons

Building in a special ceremony held this past

March 21st. Nearly 500 people attended the cer-

emony, including Elder Holland and his wife

Patricia, along with DSC students, faculty, staff

and community leaders. In addition, members of

southern Utah’s state legislative contingent and

local elected officials joined with representatives

from Jacobsen Construction, VCBO Architecture

and Sasaki Associates, and benefactors and

friends of DSC in the celebration.

The 170,000 square foot, five-story Jeffrey R.

Holland Centennial Commons Building (HCC) is

the keystone of Dixie’s overall campus master

plan to accommodate the growth that has already

begun to transform the College. The Utah State

Legislature approved $35 million in funding in

2010, which was on top of $3 million in funding

in 2009 devoted to the design and planning for

the proposed $48 million building. In addition,

DSC received a $10 million anonymous donation

for the construction of the building in 2008,

which is the largest private donation DSC

has ever received.

“To receive an honor in and from a

community I love with all my heart is an

inexpressible gift,” Elder Holland said.

“Today [Dixie State] is experiencing

unprecedented growth because of student

demand, student growth, student success.

In that sense, I am honored to let my

name stand in for the hundreds, the thou-

sands, and tens of thousands of young men

and women who have come here without a

cent in their pocket, but with stars in their

eyes and dreams in their hearts.

“Dixie has fulfilled those dreams for

legions of students for 100 years,” Holland

added. “I love her, I grew up with her. I love

the century of service she has given.” u

holland Centennial CommonS
groUndBreaking

President Nadauld (r), along with Washington County’s entire legislative
delegation joined Governor Herbert (sitting) during the signing event.

The Holland Centennial Building under construction can be seen in a time lapse video of
at http://dsc.dixie.edu/physplant/History/BuildingHistory/JRHCC/HCC-Video.html 
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As part of its

Centennial

Celebration,

Dixie State stu-

dents, faculty

and staff

enjoyed a ban-

ner year of

service. Overall, the DSC community com-

bined to provide nearly 75,000 hours of serv-

ice to the campus, the St. George communi-

ty, Washington County and the southwestern

region of Utah.

According to David Zielke, DSC Faculty

Service Learning Coordinator, Dixie State

had 34 courses or programs, 17 each semes-

ter, which had students performing some

type of service. In all, 1,467 participants

took part in these various programs, 786 last

fall semester (33,216 hours) and 701 (41,445

hours) in the spring. 

These activities included campus

improvement projects, tutoring area elemen-

tary and secondary school-age students in

mathematics and reading, tax preparation,

grant writing and fundraising. DSC’s athletic

department also sent many student-athletes

and coaches to Drug Free and anti-bullying

assemblies at area elementary schools, along

with providing spring cleaning yard work,

collecting food for the Dixie Care and Share,

and raising money for the Make-A-Wish

Foundation and Kay Yow Cancer Fund.

DSC’s ROTC, along with members of the

Vietnam Veterans of Foreign Wars (VVFW)

Post 90, sponsored a flag retirement and dis-

posal ceremony in September in commemo-

ration of the anniversary of 9/11. The DSC

ROTC and VVFW invited family members of

U.S. servicemen and women who were cur-

rently serving in Iraq and Afghanistan to take

part in the ceremony.

In addition, DSC’s allied health programs

performed health and preventative screen-

ings, including dental hygiene services, flu

vaccinations, x-rays, and various screenings

and presentations in coordination with the

Dove Center, Millcreek High School and the

Southwest Public Health Department, among

other community entities.u

CENTENNIAL YEAR SERVICE PROVIDES 75,000 HOURS OF ASSISTANCE

The Institute will afford students
specialized training in computer
forensics that is not offered at any

other school in Utah or the region.
— William Matthews, Director 

“
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Aerospace Corporation, the research seeks to

understand the impacts of solar and geomag-

netic storms on Earth-orbiting spacecraft. 

The grant will allow DSC pre-engineer-

ing students to work as sub-contractors for

Aerospace Corporation, and the research

data collected from the ISS and TIMED satel-

lite will be reported to NASA for publication.

“The grant allows our students to

become familiar with the process of research

that is such a valuable tool to have for future

Dixie State hosted a special reception to

unveil a new historical triptych, created by

DSC faculty member and renowned painter

Del Parson. The painting is currently on dis-

play in the Special Collections Room on the

second floor of the Val A. Browning Library. 

The triptych depicts three key early Dixie

pioneers Jacob Hamlin, James G. Bleak, and

Charles Lowell Walker. Parson, who has

served as an art professor at DSC since 1988,

completed the piece for hanging in the

Special Collections Room because each of the

three subject’s writings are currently housed in

Dixie’s archive collection.

Jacob Hamblin came to southern Utah in

1854 as one of a group of missionaries

assigned to the Native Americans. He headed

the effort with the Paiutes at Santa Clara and

Pine Valley and won their confidence. This

painting depicts his diplomatic assignment

from Brigham Young to settle a dispute about

an attack where three Navajos were killed. 

James G. Bleak

crossed the Great Plains in

the Martin Handcart

Company in 1856, almost

perishing along the way.

He was left for dead, but

his wife prevailed and men

were sent back to retrieve

him.  He was later sent to

“Utah’s Dixie” with the

1861 company and was

called to be the historian of southern Utah.

He kept records and eventually wrote the

Annals of Southern Utah. This record and his

other papers, including a diary, are in the

DSC archive.  He was instrumental in the

founding of the St. George Stake Academy

(Dixie State College) when he served on the

St. George Stake Board of Education.  

Charles Lowell Walker was in the 1862

company that came to St. George. He was a

laborer who farmed, but also worked with

tools as a quarryman and stone mason in

building the St. George Tabernacle and the

St. George Temple. His fame, however,

comes from his pen and voice.  He kept an

extensive journal that has been published in

two volumes.  He was an actor, a writer, a

prolific poet, and was long called “the poet

laureate.” He spoke often at celebrations of

national and state holidays as seen in this

painting in the Tabernacle.  His journal is a

major source for southern Utah history. u

HISTORIC DEL PARSON TRIPTYCH COMPLETED

DIXIE STATE SENIORS PLACE FIRST IN PAGEANTS

Dixie State College received good news

in April as its Bachelor of Science in Nursing

degree completion program (BSN) was

granted initial accreditation by the National

League for Nursing Accrediting Commission

(NLNAC). The accreditation for DSC’s four-

year program is effective through the Fall of

2015, with the initial accreditation begin-

ning retroactively dating back to Oct. 2010.

“We are delighted that the BSN program has been granted initial accreditation by

NLNAC,” said Dr. Carole Grady, DSC Dean of Nursing and Allied Health. “NLNAC

accreditation is a recognition of the program’s excellence. It also is a recognition of the

support provided by Dixie State College administration, faculty, staff, and our commu-

nity partners in helping us meet the excellence necessary for accreditation.”  

Dixie State received approval to begin offering its BSN program from the Utah

State Board of Regents in March of 2004, in addition to its already established and

accredited associate degree in nursing (ADN), practical nurse (PN) certificate and certi-

fied nurse assistant (CNA) programs. The BSN program is designed to provide registered

nurses advanced education and skills in community nursing, leadership, nursing man-

agement, health assessment, research, nursing policy and ethics, and information tech-

nology. The students will gain skills and concepts necessary to advance in their careers,

enter mid-level management positions, and pursue graduate education leading to pro-

fessional advancement as nurse practitioners, nurse educators, or nurse administrators. 

“Accreditation also is an assurance to students that they are enrolled in a baccalau-

reate nursing program whose curriculum, faculty, support services, resources, and out-

comes are consistent with national standards for the education of professional nurs-

es,” Dr. Grady added. u

Acclaimed director Andrew V.

McLaglen is the subject of a new book by

film historian Stephen B. Armstrong. Titled

“Andrew V. McLaglen: The Life and

Hollywood Career” (McFarland & Co.,

2011), the book is the first of its sort, provid-

ing readers with a com-

prehensive survey of

McLaglen’s experiences

in the movies, television

and the theatre. 

Born in 1920,

Andrew V. McLaglen

emigrated to the United

States and, from an

early age, expressed an

interest in directing motion pictures.

Among the movies he worked on during

this period were several classics: “The

Quiet Man,” “Hondo” and “The High and

The Mighty.” By the mid-60s, McLaglen

had come to be recognized as one of the

most talented directors working in televi-

sion. A favorite of both John Wayne and

James Stewart, he had hits with the pictures

“McLintock!” and “Shenandoah.” 

DSC RECEIVES $300K FROM NASA FOR SPACE RESEARCH

Dixie State senior

Alana Lee was crowned

Miss Nevada 2011 in

Mesquite in July, and

will compete for the

2012 Miss America title

in January.

Lee, a 21-year-old

mass communication

major from Las Vegas,

bested 13 other con-

testants as Miss Clark

County en route to

claiming the title and

crown.  As part of the

competition, Lee per-

formed a vocal solo,

while her platform emphasized improving conflict resolution

tools at multiple levels, from relationships between parents and

teenagers, to the current political climate here in the U.S. 

In addition to her pageant win, Lee won the Miss America

Organization’s Academic Award, including a $1,000 scholar-

ship, for her excellence in maintaining a 3.93 overall GPA

while at Dixie State. With her degree in mass communication,

she aspires to become a news journalist at a major network,

with hopes of eventually hosting her own television show.

“I honestly feel that the education I received at Dixie State

College prepared me for this opportunity,” Lee noted. “I’m

grateful for the support I have received from Dixie’s administra-

tion and faculty. I am proud to also represent Dixie State as I

prepare for the Miss America pageant.” 

Lee is the sixth member of her family to attend Dixie

State, where she has served as a news anchor and reporter for

SUN News, a nightly news broadcast produced by the DSC’s

communication department’s Center for Media Innovation.In

addition to her academic achievements at DSC, Lee was also

crowned as Dixie State’s Homecoming Queen in 2009 and

represented DSC at the 2010 Miss Utah Pageant. She is the

daughter of Nevada State Senator John Jay and Marilyn Lee. u

ALANA LEE
CROWNED MISS
NEVADA

HOLLYWOOD DIRECTOR AND
DSC PROFESSOR TEAM UP

JAMIE UDELL IS 
MISS RODEO UTAH

Dixie State senior Jamie

Udell rode away with the Miss

Rodeo Utah crown during the

final round of the 2011

Ogden Pioneer Days Rodeo

on July 25th. Udell will now

represent Utah at the upcom-

ing 2012 Miss Rodeo America

Pageant, which will be held in

Las Vegas Dec. 3-10, in con-

junction with the Wrangler

National Finals Rodeo.

Udell, a 22-year-old

with a double major in biol-

ogy and communication

from Pine Valley, Utah,

hopes to one day become a

pediatric dentist and plans to

apply to dental school at UNLV upon graduation from Dixie State. 

“Through this competition I grew as a person and winning this

year was a team effort with my family, coaches and my sponsors,”

Udell said. 

Udell considers herself fortunate to volunteer in the community

and notes that being rodeo queen enhances those efforts. A few years

ago she partnered with her parents to start “Hope Springs Ranch,” an

all-volunteer charity organization that provides miniature horses to

children with disabilities. In addition, the organization takes the

ponies into schools, nursing homes and assisted living programs,

while the Ranch hosts a number of class field trips. Udell says that

“Hope Springs” is by far her biggest accomplishment and also what

fills her with the greatest joy.

“It isn’t all horse skill and rodeo knowledge; a major part of

being [Miss Rodeo Utah] is about having a caring heart,” Udell said.

“My parents taught me that God put us on this earth to be of service

to others. Being part of the rodeo family is so much about the value

of helping others.”

Not only will Udell represent Utah at the Miss Rodeo America

Pageant, she will also travel throughout Utah and the region appear-

ing at rodeos and western-

oriented events. u

Dixie State recently received $300,000

in grant funding from the National

Aeronautics and Space Administration

(NASA) to support students and staff to carry

out upper atmospheric research using instru-

ments on the International Space Station (ISS)

and NASA’s TIMED (Thermosphere

Ionosphere-Mesosphere Energy and

Dynamics) satellite mission.   

According to Dr. Andrew Christensen,

principal investigator of projects for

career development,” Christensen said.

“This type of work will be expected of our

faculty and students when we reach univer-

sity status.” u

Steve Armstrong
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Senior Alana Lee (l), newly crowned Miss Nevada, is a communication major
at Dixie State who aspires to become a TV news journalist. Miss Rodeo Utah
Jamie Udell (r), is a senior at DSC pursuing a double major in biology and
communication in preparation to become a pediatric dentist.

CAMPUS HAPPENINGS

Continued see hollYWood, page 31

NURSING PROGRAM ACCREDITED



DSC SPORTS UPDATE by Steve Johnson, DSC Public Relations Director

For the first time in school

history, both Dixie State basket-

ball teams had their tickets

punched for the “Big Dance” as

the Red Storm men and women

advanced to the 2011 NCAA

Division II Basketball

Tournament last March.

Dixie’s men (22-7/13-3 PacWest), who

made their second-straight NCAA

Tournament appearance overall, advanced

all the way to the Sweet 16 and just

missed a trip to Springfield, Mass., and the

Division II “Elite Eight.” The Red Storm

opened the tourney with victories over

PacWest rival Chaminade (91-82) and

Seattle Pacific (75-73), before falling to

national runner-up BYU-Hawaii, 79-73, in

the west regional final. 

The DSC men finished the year win-

ners of 12 of their last 14 games overall,

led by senior sharpshooter Tom Whitehead

and junior Griffon Jones on the low block. 

Meanwhile the Dixie State women (24-

4/14-2 PacWest) put on their dancing

shoes for the first time in program history.

The Red Storm earned an at-large bid to

the NCAA Tournament on the strength of

their 24 regular season victories, including

Alumni and friends alike will have

plenty of chances to catch a Dixie State

home football game this season as the Red

Storm play at Hansen Stadium for seven of

their 11 dates. Dixie opens the campaign

with four-straight home games throughout

the month of September. 

Dixie begins the season with a pair of

Rocky Mountain Athletic Conference oppo-

nents in Adams State (Sept. 3) and Colorado

Mesa (Sept. 10), followed by Great

Northwest Conference (GNAC) games vs.

Simon Fraser (Sept. 17) and Western

Oregon (Sept. 24). The Red Storm will not

don the road whites until October 1st, as

Dixie travels to Arcata, Calif., for a GNAC

match-up at Humboldt State, followed by a

return date with Simon Fraser in Burnaby,

British Columbia, on Oct. 8th. Dixie State

returns home for two more games midway

through the month, beginning with a non-

conference tilt vs. Azusa Pacific Oct. 15th,

and Dixie’s Homecoming vs. Central

Washington Oct. 22nd. Kick-off for both

October home dates is slated for 1 p.m.

Dixie closes the 2011 year with two of

its three final GNAC games away from

home, starting with a road test at Western

Oregon in Monmouth Oct. 29th, followed

by the home finale vs. Humboldt State on

Nov. 5, and the regular season finale at

Central Washington in Ellensburg.  u

a perfect 12-0 mark at home. 

Unfortunately, the Dixie women’s tour-

ney run was short-lived as DSC dropped a

68-59 decision to Cal State Monterey Bay

in the first round. 

Despite the loss, Dixie State’s women

enjoyed their finest season in program his-

tory, at the Division-II level. Including their

perfect home mark and second-place

showing in the PacWest, the Red Storm

posted preseason victories at NCAA

Division I foes Utah Valley (75-72) and

Southern Utah (67-65), and a non-confer-

ence triumph at Utah State (71-67) to open

the year. 

Led by sophomore forward Johnna

Brown and senior forward Breann Hill,

Dixie State has established a firm founda-

tion and winning tradition at the D-II level

that will keep the Red Storm playing on the

national stage for years to come. u

Since arriving on the NCAA Division II scene, Dixie State’s softball

program has established itself as a regional and national power. This past

season was no exception as the Red Storm played their way to a 33-14

overall record, including a 23-5 mark and second-place finish in PacWest

play, and the program’s third-straight trip to the NCAA postseason.

Sophomore infielder Anna Cue (Murrieta Valley, Calif.) helped lead

a potent Dixie offense as she led the PacWest in hitting (.440) and RBIs

(53) to go with a team-high 12 homers en route to Conference Player of

the Year and first team all-league honors. Cue’s efforts also earned her

Daktronics first team all-West Region, Louisville Slugger/NFCA D-II sec-

ond team all-West Region and 2011 Daktronics D-II second team all-

America honors. 

Additionally, sophomore outfielder Jaelle Judkins (St. George) joined

Cue on the Daktronics all-West Region list as a second team selection,

while junior 3B Kelsey Mendenhall (Tooele, Utah) was named to the

Louisville Slugger/NFCA all-West Region first team. Judkins hit .365 in her

first season at Dixie to go with two homers, 22 RBI, 38 runs, and a team-

high 21 stolen bases. Mendenhall belted out 22 extra base hits, including

11 doubles and 11 home runs, while batting .354 with 41 RBI.u

Dixie State Athletics will enshrine four

new members into its Hall of Fame at a spe-

cial induction ceremony banquet on

Thursday, Sept. 15, at 6 p.m. in the Gardner

Center Ballroom. 

Established in 2007, the DSC Athletics

Hall of Fame was created to honor past stu-

dent-athletes, coaches and administrators

who built the foundation for the proud and

rich tradition of Dixie athletics. With the

addition of the 2011 class, the DSC Athletic

Hall of Fame has 19 members. 

The 2011 class includes legendary head

football coach Greg Croshaw, former Dixie

College men’s basketball player and baseball

coach and MLB All-star Bruce Hurst, former

men’s basketball star Marcus Banks, and for-

mer women’s soccer head coach Heather

Mendenhall Dahl.

One of the winningest football coaches in

NJCAA history, greg CroShaW patrolled

the Dixie State sidelines for 24 years (1982-

2005) and compiled an overall record of

214-56-1, making him the third winningest

coach in NJCAA history. Along the way he

led the Rebels to 17 conference titles and 19

appearances in the Dixie Rotary Bowl with

14 bowl victories in tow. His teams finished

ranked in the top-3 nationally 15 times,

including a pair of national runner-up finishes

in the final polls. 

Over the span of his career, Croshaw

coached 36 NJCAA first-team all-Americans,

four NJCAA players of the year, and boasted

the nation's top running back nine times. He

won 10 or more games 12 times, including

five 11-1 campaigns, and never suffered a

losing season in his 28-year Dixie career. 

From Flood Street in St. George to

Fenway Park, BrUCe hUrSt lived the dream

of every kid that not only grew up in Utah’s

Dixie, but the entire country. At age 17, Hurst

was a number-one draft pick (#22-overall) of

the Boston Red Sox in 1976, and made his

debut with the club in 1980. During the off-

season as he toiled in the minors, Hurst

returned to St. George, enrolled at Dixie, and

played on the Rebel basketball team. 

Hurst’s Major League career spanned 15

seasons and he finished with 145 victories.

He pitched for nine seasons in Boston and

helped lead the Red Sox to the 1986

American League pennant. He posted a 2-0

record with a 1.96 ERA in the World Series,

but Boston lost to the New York Mets in seven

games. Hurst made his only All-Star Game

appearance in 1987, and enjoyed his best

year as a big leaguer in 1988, when he posted

an 18-6 overall record with a 3.66 ERA with

166 strikeouts in 216.2 innings. Hurst jumped

to the National League in 1989, where he

went 15-11 with a career-low 2.69 ERA as a

member of the San Diego Padres. He also

played for the Colorado Rockies and Texas

Rangers before retiring in 1994. 

In 1994, Dixie State’s baseball program

played its first baseball game in its new home

named after the Major Leaguer, Bruce Hurst

Field. Hurst returned to St. George and served

one season as Dixie State head baseball

coach in 1996. He was inducted into the

Boston Red Sox Hall of Fame in 2004.

A 2001 graduate of Dixie State College,

marCUS BankS enjoyed his best year in  a

Rebel uniform as a sophomore when he

helped lead his club to a 36-2 record and a

third place overall finish at the NJCAA

National Tournament. Banks was named

For the

second

time in

the last

three sea-

sons,

Dixie

State’s

baseball

team

played its

way to the PacWest title on the strength of a

32-15 overall record. The Red Storm (22-10

PacWest) finished the season as one of the

hottest teams in Division II by winning 12 of

their final 15 games, which catapulted Dixie

in the regional and national rankings. Dixie

State’s late push was good enough to get the

club ranked #6 in the NCAA West Region

and 22nd-nationally in the final National

College Baseball Writers Association

(NCBWA) polls.

Junior first baseman Tyson Littlewood

(St. George) played his way to a number of

postseason awards after leading the

PacWest in home runs (11), RBIs (51), runs

scored (46), slugging percentage (.639) and

on-base percentage (.475) en route to first

team All-PacWest honors. Littlewood, who

started all 47 games, led the club with a

.348 average and legged out 12 doubles.

Littlewood’s efforts also earned him 2011

Daktronics Division II, ABCA/Rawlings and

NCBWA West Region second teams hon-

ors, and a spot on the inaugural College

Baseball Lineup (formerly Ping! Baseball)

D-II All-Star Team.

Three other players earned first team

All-PacWest accolades, including junior

catcher Joe Andrade (Yuma, Ariz.; .294/2

HR/44 RBI), sophomore hurler Mike

Dedrick (5-3/4.03 ERA/69 K/73.2 IP) and

junior reliever Kyle DiMartino (4-0/1.45

ERA/3 SV/47 K/43.1 IP). Andrade also

joined Littlewood on the ABCA/Rawlings

West Region second team list. 

In addition, Head Coach Mike

Littlewood also picked up his second

PacWest Coach of the Year award and won

his 500th game at Dixie State in a 3-1 tri-

umph over Cal State San Bernardino this

past Feb. 5th. Littlewood is 530-243 (.685)

in 16 years as the Dixie State skipper. u

dixie SoftBall enJoYS reCord Breaking Year

Red Storm Baseball Earns Second PacWest Crown in Three Years 
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2011 Athletic Hall of Fame

Seniors Tom Whitehead and Breann Hill helped lead
Dixie State to a pair of NCAA tourney appearances.

Men’s and Women’s

Basketball Teams Punch

Tickets for NCAA

Tournament

Greg Croshaw Bruce Hurst Marcus Banks Heather Dahl

Region 18 Player of the Year and was a first-

team NJCAA All-American selection after

averaging 17 points, 5.5 rebounds and 4.0

assists per game. He won the Bud Obee

award, which is given to the best player under

6-foot-1 in the junior college ranks.

Banks went to UNLV, where he was a

two-time Mountain West Defensive Player of

the Year honoree, and was a member of the

MWC All-Academic team in both seasons.

Banks was selected by the Memphis Grizzlies

with the 13th-overall pick 2003 NBA draft. In

his eight-year NBA career, he played in

Boston, Minnesota, Phoenix, Miami, Toronto

and New Orleans. 

Though she was only head coach of the

DSC women’s soccer program for two sea-

sons, heather dahl laid the foundation

and the tradition of winning and excellence

that the program still enjoys today. In 1998,

Dahl took a program that had been in exis-

tence for just two years and turned it into an

NJCAA national power, leading the Rebels to

a SWAC and division title and a #5 ranking in

the final national poll. Dahl repeated that feat

in 1999 with another conference and division

crown and led Dixie to a #3 final ranking. 

Dahl’s charges got the job done in the

classroom as several players went on to earn

national and Academic All-American recogni-

tion. After coaching at Dixie State, Dahl

returned to her native Las Vegas to serve as an

assistant coach at UNLV. Dahl is a 2000 grad-

uate of BYU. She was a three-year starting for-

ward for the Cougars from 1993-96 and led

the team in scoring her sophomore season.u

2011 FOOTBALL PREVIEW
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u daVe roSe ’80,

has definitely made

the most of his new

lease on life since

being diagnosed with

pancreatic cancer in

June of 2009.      

.......Reenergized

since his cancer went into remission, Rose,

a two-sport athlete (basketball and base-

ball) at Dixie and former Rebel assistant

and head basketball coach, just completed

putting the wraps on arguably the most

successful two-year run in the history of

the BYU basketball program.

Rose, who served as an assistant

coach at BYU for eight seasons (1997-

2005) before taking over the reigns prior to

the 2005-06 season, led the Cougars to a

32-5 record and a trip to the NCAA Sweet-

16 this past season, marking the first time

the BYU program had advanced that far in

the NCAA tourney since Danny Ainge led

the Cougars to the Elite Eight in 1982. 

Since his diagnosis and recovery, Rose

has posted a 62-11 overall mark at BYU

with three NCAA tournament wins over the

past two seasons, while his Cougar teams

finished each of those campaigns ranked in

the top-25 nationally in the final regular

season polls, including a #10 ranking in

2011.

Rose, who met his wife Cheryl (’77, a

former Rebelette) at Dixie, was an All-con-

ference basketball player in his two sea-

sons at Dixie College, and helped lead the

Rebels to the 1977 NJCAA College

Baseball World series as a freshman.  He

went on to play basketball at the University

of Houston, where he was a member of the

vaunted “Phi Slamma Jamma” team with

NBA Hall of Famers Hakeem Olajuwon

and Clyde Drexler, which advanced to play

North Carolina State in the 1983 NCAA

Tournament national title game.

Rose returned to Utah and began his

head coaching career at Millard High

School. He then relocated to St. George to

serve one season as an assistant at Pine

View High School (1986-87) before return-

ing to Dixie as an assistant coach from

will have the chance to coach

against his alma mater as BYU will

host Dixie in an exhibition game on

Friday, Nov. 4th, (time TBA) in the

Marriott Center in Provo. Please

visit www.dixieathletics.com in

October for more information and

special DSC Alumni/Fan ticket 

packages. u

u lionel hollinS, ’73, former Dixie

College basketball great and Dixie Hall of

Famer established himself as one of the

elite head coaches in the NBA this past

season as he helped lead the Memphis

Grizzlies to their finest season in the fran-

chise’s 16-year history. 

Hollins led the Grizzlies to the NBA

Playoffs for just the fourth time in team his-

tory on the strength of a 46-36 record, and

his club posted a number of franchise play-

off “firsts” along the way. Having been

swept in their previous three NBA Playoff

appearances (0-12), the Grizzlies entered

this year’s Playoffs as the #8-seed in the

Western Conference, and drew the top-

seed San Antonio Spurs. 

With most experts picking the Spurs to

handily win the series, Hollins led the

Grizzlies

into the

AT&T

Center in

San Antonio

for Game 1,

where

Memphis

rallied from

an early

four-point

fourth quar-

ter deficit to

post a 101-

98 upset

victory over

the Spurs. The

triumph was

not only the first playoff win in franchise

history for the Grizzlies, but it was the first

road playoff win as well. 

With the series tied at 1-1, Hollins

and the Grizzlies returned to Memphis and

won Games 3 and 4 to take a commanding

3-1 series lead. San Antonio rebounded to

claim Game 5 at home, but the Grizzlies

took care of business in Game 6, 99-91,

becoming just the second #8-seed to defeat

a #1-seed since the NBA went to a best-of-

seven series in the first round, and only the

third #8 seed to advance overall in NBA

history.

Hollins and the

Grizzlies advanced to

play Oklahoma City

in the Western

Conference semifinals

and held an early 2-1

series lead, but the

Thunder rallied to win

three of the final four games of the series,

including a 133-123 triple-overtime classic

in Memphis in Game 4, to outlast Grizzlies

in seven games, 4-3. 

Hollins garnered All-conference and

All-American honors at Dixie, where he

was the starting point guard for two sea-

sons and helped lead the Rebels to the

1973 NJCAA finals as a sophomore. He

then went on to play two more years at

Arizona State, where he earned All-

American honors as a

senior in 1975. 

Hollins was drafted

sixth-overall by the

Portland Trailblazers in

the 1975 NBA Draft

and was named to the

NBA All-Rookie team

in his first season. Two

years later, Hollins was

selected as an All-Star

and helped lead

Portland to the 1977

NBA title. Overall, he

played 10 seasons in

the NBA, with stops in

Philadelphia, which

included two more

trips to the NBA Finals, San Diego (now

Los Angeles Clippers), Detroit and

Houston, and averaged nearly 12 points

and five assists in 673 career games.

Hollins joined the NBA coaching

ranks in 1988 as an assistant with the

Phoenix Suns for seven seasons. Four years

later, he was named interim coach of the

then Vancouver Grizzlies, the first of three

coaching stints with the organization. He

was named Grizzlies’ head coach in

January of 2009, and has posted a 99-106

record over this current stretch, including

the 46-36 finish this past season. u

1987-90. Rose became Rebel head coach

in 1990, and led Dixie to a 167-57 overall

record in seven seasons, while along the

way the Rebels won three SWAC titles and

finished ranked in the NJCAA top-20 six

times. He was also named SWAC Coach of

the Year in 1993. 

Thanks to Dixie State’s move to four-

year NCAA Division II competition, Rose

Alumni in the News

thanks to dixie State’s move to four-year nCaa division ii 
competition, rose will have the chance to coach against his
alma mater as BYU will host dixie in an exhibition game on
friday, nov. 4th in the marriott Center in Provo.

alUmni making markS on nBa and nCaa SidelineS

Former Dixie basketball player and coach, now
BYU’s head coach, Dave Rose led the Cougars to
the most successful two-year run in the history of
the BYU basketball program. He also received
national attention in his coaching of Jimmer
Fredette, the National Collegiate Player of the Year.

Former Dixie College basketball great and Dixie
Hall of Famer Lionel Hollins led the Memphis
Grizzlies to their finest season in franchise history.

by Steve Johnson, DSC Public Relations Director

Lionel Hollins Dave Rose

tim taYSom, ’97, is a man of few words

but lots of ideas.  From the time he was a

child using crayons, to the high tech com-

puter programs he uses now, Tim has had a

passion and a talent for the creative.

Tim grew up in St. George where he

attended Pine View High School.  He was

the yearbook editor and the creative design-

er behind many of the schools graphics that

are still viewed on campus today.

Tim attended Dixie State

College and graduated in

1997; his focus was no

surprise: computer sci-

ence and graphic design.

He worked for Star Sign &

Banner for several years

before taking ownership

with partner Jodi Cox,

‘95.  Today, Tim’s graphics

can be viewed through-

out Washington County

on countless banners,

signs, brochures, pam-

phlets and programs. Cars, vans, trucks and

buses also bear his creative designs.  In

2009 and 2010 he was recognized by the

Utah Association of Fairs and Events for his

Washington County Fair cover and poster

design.

When Dixie State College needed a

new 100-year logo for their centennial year

celebration, they went to Tim for ideas.

Within a day he submitted five ideas for

their committee to

choose from.

“All five

were won-

derful. We

just couldn’t

choose which one

was the best, so

we decided to use

them all,” said

Joan Smith, com-

mittee member.  “We have used them in

our marketing, on our banners, street signs

and programing, just about everywhere we

could to let people know it is our centenni-

al year.  His logos really added a great look

to our 100 year celebration at Dixie.”  

Tim’s nose is never far from the comput-

er screen where he spends his days design-

ing.  “I’ve been creating all my life, but it was

at Dixie State that instructors like Ron

Woodland really made a difference in how I

used the computer and programs to better

perfect my designs.  Dixie is one of my

favorite clients.  It’s great to have a job I love

and to do it in a community that has been so

kind and accepting of my work,” Tim reflects.

“I have a great crew I work with at Star Sign

& Banner and a wonderful partner in Jodi

Cox, who holds us all together.”  

Tim lives in Winchester Hills with his

wife, Lauralee and their five 

children. u

dSC alUm iS deSigner of dixie’S Centennial logoS
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u Sheri BYWater

toPham ’85, took a

campus tour during

her senior year in high

school, and in only a

few hours realized that

Dixie was the place

for her.  “Going to

Dixie turned out to be

a pivotal decision in my

life,” said Topham. “My Dixie education

and experiences propelled me forward to

further my education and pursue a career

in public accounting.” 

While at Dixie, Sheri served as

Executive Council Secretary and was a D-

Queen attendant.  In addition, Sheri

cheered the basketball team onto its

NJCAA National Championship, and while

at the National Championship games, she

performed as the school mascot, Rodney

Rebel.

After obtaining her bachelor’s of sci-

ence from the University of Utah in 1988,

Sheri began her professional career with

Arthur Andersen & Co. in its Cleveland,

Ohio, commercial audit division.  Her

clients included international SEC compa-

nies as well as health care and retail enti-

ties.   After spending six years with

Andersen, Sheri went to work with Cohen

& Company, a regional public accounting

firm located in northern Ohio.  While

working for Cohen, she managed all

aspects of compliance work as well as pro-

vided proactive accounting and business

advice to closely-held businesses.   

Frequently throughout her professional

career as well as her personal life, Sheri

has drawn upon the experiences she had

while attending Dixie.  Sheri said she

often reflects on the positive influence

her professors as well as the administra-

tive staff had on her. 

“My professors took a genuine inter-

est in my studies and truly wanted me to

succeed,” she said. “ They were always

available for tutoring and mentoring.

This regular interaction contributed to my

confidence and instilled a deep desire to

pursue a professional career.”  

The small class size and ability to

repeatedly interact directly with Dixie’s

professors started the process for Sheri to

effectively consult with clients, share

business recommendations, and mentor and

train junior staff.

Currently, Sheri resides in the

Philadelphia area with husband, Neal, who

is Chief of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery

at Fox Chase Cancer Center.  Sheri is active-

ly engaged in managing a busy household

and raising four children.  She volunteers her

professional skills serving as treasurer for

parent booster clubs, ensures that the clubs

are established as legitimate not-for-profit

entities and occasionally engages in consult-

ing projects.  She is extremely passionate

about financial literacy and teaches classes

in her community on techniques to teach

children sound financial principles.  

Sheri’s daughter, Taylor, is a sophomore

at Dixie State College.  Initially, Taylor had

reservations about attending Dixie State

College.  However, Dixie’s student recruit-

ment office continued to contact her and

share with her the amazing aspects about

the college.  This frequent interaction with

Dixie personnel prompted Taylor to apply,

and her decision to attend was clinched

when she was awarded the Legacy

Scholarship.

Taylor is involved in student govern-

ment, working towards a math degree and

has caught the Dixie Spirit. Taylor loves her

Dixie college life, and Dixie State College is

becoming a well-known school to her

friends and associates on the east coast.

After hearing about Taylor’s wonderful expe-

riences, her younger brothers now have their

sights on Dixie State College.  What started

as a curiosity over 25 years ago is now

becoming a legacy in the Topham family.

Dixie State College and St. George will

always have a special spot in Sheri’s heart.u

Sheri Topham

Alumni in the News

At Southern Virginia, Richard has done sim-

ilarly outstanding work as the vice president of

institutional advancement. He and his team

have raised more than $25 million for the uni-

versity in the last seven years.

Richard and Launa passed a love of learn-

ing and an emphasis on education to their chil-

dren. They told their children that they could

attend any college they wanted, as long as they

attended Dixie for at least one year.

Subsequently, each of their six children graduat-

ed with an associate degree from Dixie.

Richard said that he is proud of all of his

children for embracing education: all three of

his daughters earned bachelor’s degrees, and all

three of his sons earned advanced degrees.

In addition to continuing his educational,

spiritual and cultural pursuits, Richard is an 

athlete. When he

turned 50, he

decided to com-

pete in track and

field events at the

Huntsman World

Senior Games in

St. George. 

“I did that and

won a couple of

medals. Then my wife bought me a javelin, a

discus and a shot-put for Christmas. It was one

of my favorite Christmases.”

In addition to the Huntsman Senior Games,

Richard has competed in the West Virginia

Senior Sports Classic and the Coventry

Commonwealth Games of Virginia. 

Throughout the course of his life, Richard

Whitehead has grown from a hardworking boy

into a man with many talents, interests and

abilities. He said his favorite accomplishments

include his marriage and family, his degrees,

his Eagle Scout award, serving a mission, serv-

ing on the St. George City Council, being on

the national advisory council at both of his

alma maters and being a part of Southern

Virginia University.

“Watching Southern Virginia grow and

develop has been an exciting thing for me.

Being asked to serve as the acting president is

a little daunting, but flattering. I hope I can

continue the great upward path that President

Smith’s administration has set.” u

large university.”

While pursuing his education, he met the

beautiful Launa Tucker. They began dating

and were married five months later in the Salt

Lake Temple.

Throughout their marriage, Richard and

Launa both placed great importance on

education. Years after she was married,

Launa transferred her credits from BYU to

Dixie and completed her associate degree.

She finished her bachelor’s and master’s

degrees at the University of Nevada Las

Vegas. 

Launa is an assistant professor of music

and director of the flute choir at Southern

Virginia. She also has taught music courses at

Dixie State College and directed the Dixie

Flute Choir, and was the director of flute stud-

ies at Southern Utah University and the

Tuacahn Center for the Performing Arts. 

After completing a rigorous education of

his own and beginning his dental career,

Richard continued to support higher education.

He decided, rather than use his day off from

work each week to golf, that he would help

raise funds for scholarships at Dixie State.

“Within a year I was the alumni president

and then the next four years I was a member of

the board of trustees for Dixie College,” said

Richard. “I was asked in 1988 to chair a capi-

tal campaign at the college. We were asked to

raise $17 million over four years. It was very

successful because of the great people we had

on our National Advisory Council. We raised

more than $25 million in those four years.”

Because of Richard’s commitment to higher

education, his volunteer work at Dixie eventu-

ally turned into a career. He still practiced den-

tistry one day each week, but worked predomi-

nantly as the executive director of institutional

advancement at Dixie State College.

Each morning before school, a family,

descended from the original pioneers of St.

George, gathered around the breakfast table for

eggs, bacon and hot cereal. Each evening, they

sat at the table again, not just to eat, but to dis-

cuss the day and enjoy one another’s company.

In addition to eating together, the Whitehead

family worked together. The oldest boy in the

family, who they called Dick, remembered

washing 400 glass milk bottles every weekday

for his father’s dairy business and often deliver-

ing flowers for his mother’s flower shop.

Now a grown man and an administrative

leader, Dr. Richard G. Whitehead still works

hard. He still believes in the importance of

strong families and he understands the need for

young adults to be taught morality in addition

to secular knowledge so they can reach their

full potential and create good families of their

own. For these reasons, Richard and his wife,

Launa, have served together at Southern

Virginia University since 2003 and continue

their service as Richard took the university’s

helm as acting president on August 15th.

“We’ve elected to be around young people

and be helpful to them so they can see what

they can become if they’ll just make the effort,”

said Whitehead. 

After graduation from Dixie High School,

Richard was on active duty in the National

Guard for six months. Afterward, he served in

the British Mission of The

Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints.

Whitehead went on to

earn three degrees: an

associate degree from

Dixie State, a bachelor’s

degree from Brigham

Young University and a

doctorate of dental sur-

gery from Creighton

University. He believes in the style of educa-

tion he received at Dixie, which he continues

to foster at Southern Virginia.

“I attended a school where the genius of

small existed,” he said. “There were only 300 

students at Dixie College when I started. The

intimate relationships with faculty, at activities,

in the classroom and in the community were

really important. I just had so many opportuni-

ties that I wouldn’t have had if I had been at a

Dick Whitehead

17 gold medals in

Senior Games

competitions. 

Right: Launa

and Dick serv-

ing in England.

dSC alUm iS SVU interim PreSident by Hannah Benson Rodriguez

There were only 300 students at Dixie College

when I started. The intimate relationships with faculty,

at activities, in the classroom and in the community

were really important. I just had so many opportunities

that I wouldn’t have had if I had been at a large 

university.” —Richard Whitehead, SVU Interim President

“

u mike Smith ’97, is serv-

ing in the U.S. Army as a

military intelligence opera-

tions non-commissioned

officer fluent in Mandarin

Chinese. He is currently

assigned to the U.S. Embassy

in Beijing, China. Recently

Smith travelled to the Chaozhou province in

China to aid the Joint POW/MIA Accounting

Command (JPAC) Team in their excavation

efforts. The mission of JPAC is to achieve the

fullest possible accounting of all Americans

missing as a result of the past conflicts of the

United States. Mike joined the JPAC Team in

Chaozhou to search for remains from Korean

War operations. During fiscal year 2011,

JPAC will deploy about 75 investigation and

recovery teams on 33 missions to 14 coun-

tries worldwide. Of those, 43 teams are

deploying to support Vietnam War operations,

12 are supporting Korean War operations,

and 21 are supporting World War II 

operations.

Mike has been stationed in Monterey,

Calif., Oahu, Hawaii, Washington, D.C. and

Beijing, China. He and his wife Bri are the

parents of three boys.  u

Mike Smith

Embassy representative Mike Smith,‘97, pours
freshly unearthed dirt into a screening station
during a recovery operation being conducted
by the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command.





Right: The Idaho Falls Chapter of Dixie State College

Alumni met for a Bar-B-Q and games at Tautphus Park.
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Alumni Chapter Fun!

NORTHERN UTAH
Vala’dee Hafen Tanner
801 467-1614 
etanner06@yahoo.com

LAS VEGAS  
Danell Page Trenholm
702 401-1786
dtrenholm@caesars.com

BOISE IDAHO
Rebecca Stucki
202 442-9008
rrstucki6@msn.com

IDAHO FALLS  
Marc Harrison
208 709-1636
email address

NORTHEAST U.S.
Greg Prince
301 309-1844
gprince@erols.com

Marlon Duke
703 730-3889
Marlon.B.Duke@uscg.mil

PHOENIx
John Bowler
480 926-4392
johnbowler4@cox.net

JAPAN
Nana Miyakoshi
nanabigstar@hotmail.com

Above: (l to r) Dixie Alums and

longtime friends Mary Lou

Marshall-Pearson, ‘69, Candy

Garbett Rindlisbaker, ‘67, and

Jackie Bowler Winward, ‘68, who

all teach, coincidentally, at North

Gem School in Bancroft, Idaho.

Mary Lou teaches elementary,

Candy teaches middle school, and

Jackie teaches high school students.

Right: George Whitehead and

Clark Benson manning the grills for

the Boise, Idaho Chapter party.

Above: George

Whitehead and Wayne

Newton welcome a

group of Las Vegas

Chapter members (r) to

the Mac King Magic

Show on the strip in May.

Above: Becky Stucki,

‘01, and her family at

the Boise, Idaho chap-

ter picnic. 

Below: Russ Snow, ‘77

and Amber Owens

Snow, ‘76, at the Boise,

gathering in June.

Above (l to r): Washington D.C. residents Ken, ‘64, and Ann Bowler joined alumni for dinner;

Kenny Smith, ‘99, his wife Christan, and their family from Bristow, Virginia, pause on the

Potomac River boardwalk after the alumni cruise, along with Jessica Sullivan current DSC 

student; right: Dr. Greg Prince, ‘67, and his wife JaLynn opened their Potomac, Maryland home

for an alumni dinner. 

Left: Sheri Bywater Topham, ‘85,

with sons Max and Bram drove from

Pennsylvania to reconnect with

alumni; far left: Sue Cox and daugh-

ter Kyla Lawrence; middle: Sarah

Boone Gunn, ‘01, with sons Austin,

Thomas and Logan from West

Virginia; below: Cindy Wade, daugh-

ter of former DSC President Alton

Wade, attended at the alumni dinner

in Potomac, Maryland with her 

parents. 

Top (l to r) Bailey Smith, daughter of Dixie alum Kenny Smith, ‘99,

enjoys the alumni Capitol tour; Martha LaTurner, ‘09, vows to wear her

DSC hat proudly while completing her MBA at George Washington

University; Natalie Atkin Bean, ‘79, husband David and children Hiatt

and Rachel from New Jersey attended the DC alumni events.

Send your mailing or email address, as well as those of classmates, to: larson@dixie.edu or call 435-652-7535.  
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kalynn larson, Alumni Director

deb holland-millet, 

Administrative Assistant

hal hiatt, President

Connor Shakespeare, 

Past President

Wendy Prince Bulkley, 

Vice President, Advancement 

and Student Alumni

margaret marshall, Vice President,

Membership

Shauna ottesen, Vice President,

Publicity

Board members:

Russ Feller

Murray Gubler

Mary Hasfurther

Jeremy Hiatt

Kenny Miller

Elna Rae Page

Delmont Truman

Kyle Wells

Once again, we find ourselves immersed in the planning

of Dixie State College Homecoming events. It is a time

where friends and family (your Dixie family too) gather

on campus to reminisce of times that are past. Along

with the Homecoming game, there will be six more 

tailgate parties this year. WOW! If you haven't been to

one of the tailgate parties in the last couple of years, be there this year. They

just keep getting bigger and better! Come see the team, listen to the band play,

enjoy good food, climb a rock wall or come pull up a chair and just sit a

spell. In short—just come and get your fix of the Dixie Spirit that is alive and

well.

As we see the Holland Centennial Building moving to great heights, literally,

there are plans to do wonderful things with the grounds that surround the

building and in the Centennial Plaza. Within the grounds there will be a clock

tower, water features, outdoor study/meeting venues, an exercise trail and

much, much more. If there was ever a time to leave your mark at Dixie, now

is that time. Purchase a paver engraved with your name, family name or a

loved one that might have touched your heart. Gather your Dixie groups, and

with the Dixie spirit of giving, name a memory garden.

.Come join us to finish off the 100-year Centennial Celebration of Dixie.

..With all that is happening, physically and academically, DIxIE just keeps

....getting better with age!  

— Hal Hiatt, ‘93, DSC Alumni President

Back Row Left to Right: Jeremy Hiatt, Shauna Ottesen, Murray Gubler, Margaret Marshall, Connor Shakespeare, Stanton Roseman, Delmont

Truman, Allison Mudliar, and Kyle Wells. Front Row Left to Right: Hal Hiatt, Russ Feller, Deb Millet, Elna Rae Page, Wendi Bulkley, Mary

Hasfurther, Kalynn Larson, and Kenny Miller.
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Dear Alumni and Friends of Dixie,
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Coach donald Coleman lay 

(Sept. 12, 1931 – Aug. 2, 2011) St. George, UT

C. Ward despain 

(July 6, 1922 – July 31, 2011) St. George, UT   

arlo John hafen 

(March 2, 1923 – July 8, 2011) Santa Clara, UT

Catherine nancy Pitchforth Crosby 

(Oct. 14, 1921 – July 7, 2011) St. George, UT

Jordan ricardo Biasi 

(June 2, 1981 – July 3, 2011) St. George, UT

h. Wayne earl 

(June 21, 1926 – June 15, 2011) Las Vegas, NV

Bonnie mason Cannon 

(March 12, 1931 – June 14, 2011) St, George, UT

leroy William Birrell 

(Jan. 31, 1937 – June 13, 2011) Ivins, UT 

ladawn Porter gubler 

(Sept. 16, 1932 – June 10, 2011) St. George, UT

J. andrew holt 

(June 7, 1919 – March 30, 2011) St. George, UT 

evona Cheney huntsman

(Nov. 11, 1924 – Jan. 23, 2011) St. George, UT

floyd gubler ence 

(June 16, 1920 – March 27, 2011) St. George, UT

emma dessie reber mcallister 

(July 31, 1917 – March 23, 2011) St. George, UT

lorraine heaton Condie 

(Oct. 2, 1915 – Feb. 26, 2011) Hurricane, UT

Betty Jane noonan 

(March 10, 1924 – Feb. 16, 2011) St. George, UT

lisa danae mathews 

(April 18, 1967 – Feb. 16, 2011) St. George, UT

dixie Seaman Cottam 

(Dec. 19, 1923 – Feb. 14, 2011) St. George, UT

lisa anderson lee 

(July 13, 1959 – Dec. 22, 2010) Salt Lake City, UT

eldon  S. gubler 

(March 14, 1921 – Dec. 10, 2010) Scottsdale, AZ 

Paul Smith Carter 

(Oct. 10, 1925 – Nov. 20, 2010) Henderson, NV

rudger morris mcarthur 

(Oct. 19, 1921 – Nov. 2, 2010) St. George, UT

kelly elbert gates 

(Jan. 23, 1932 – Oct. 26, 2010 ) St. George, UT

An associate professor of English at Dixie, Armstrong grew up in

Annapolis, Maryland. He earned his Ph.D. in English (Creative Writing) from

Florida State University in 2004. His articles and reviews about the cinema

have appeared in numerous publications, including “Film Score Monthly,”

“Classic Images” and “Film Quarterly.” His first book—“Pictures About

Extremes: The Films of John Frankenheimer”—was published by McFarland &

Co. in 2008.

Armstrong spent nearly three years writing “Andrew V. McLaglen: The Life

and the Hollywood Career.” “I’ve always been a fan of Mr. McLaglen’s movies,”

Armstrong said. “When I was a boy, I remember being deeply moved by

“Shenandoah.” And as a lifelong fan of Westerns, I’ve always thought that pic-

tures  like“The Undefeated” and “Chisum” were great.

“I started thinking about writing a book about Mr. McLaglen, however, after I

saw a WW II picture he made in the eighties called “Breakthrough.” This is a film

few people have heard about, but it’s a masterpiece-—thrilling and very sad at the

same time. Anyway, as I watched more and more of Mr. McLaglen’s movies, as

well as his television work, I realized that he is one of Hollywood’s most under-

sung directors. And so to help remedy that, I wrote this book.” u

hollYWood, Continued from page 18

In Memoriam
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